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From the Managing Editor 


In early December, I was visiting 
my brother in Bellingen, and took 
some time off to drive to Dorrigo to 
look at the stored rolling stock there. 

What a most distressing sight! 
The day I was there, it was raining, 
and as this is reputed to be one of 
the wettest spots in NSW, the toll of 
the weather on the rolling stock was 
alarming. It was good to be able to 
see at first hand some of the details 
on a few of the passenger cars that I 
am currently kit-bashing. 

Even more worrying was my next 
stop at Glenreagh, there to see more | 
deteriorating rolling stock, including 
the frame and tender from loco 3813. 
How could the authorities have pos- 
sibly let that loco be split up and have 
its remains all over the countryside? 

While it may never again be able 
to be reconstructed into a complete 
loco, it could have been a good candi- 
date for an “exploded” display of a 
steam loco, similar to what the Brit- 
ish have done at York. | 

One good thing to come out of my 
trip was a gift from a friend (it was 
his late father’s) of a set of "Railway 
Wonders of the World", a magazine 
from 1938. While the title sounds as 
if it was aimed at the child market, 
itis anything but. And, for a "~pommy’ 
magazine, they have an excellent cov- 
erage of the world’s railways. After I 
have read them, I will be donating to 
| the Victorian Branch library. 

Roger Lloyd 


Notice 


This publication accepts no re- 
sponsibility for the accuracy or 
reliability of articles or advertis- 
ing published herein, statements 
made or opinions expressed in 
papers or discussions, nor do we 
necessarily subscribe to the 
views expressed or implied by 
contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee im- 
plied or expressed as to the good 
conduct or practice of advertis- 
ers herein. This publication re- 
serves, at all times, the right to 
refuse acceptance of any matter 
considered unsuitable for publi- 
cation. 
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Over fifty years ago, Queensland 
Railways introduced the first diesel 
loco, the DL class DL1 "Etheridge" 2- 
6-0 locomotive. Here in 1972 John 
Elsol photographed a sister locomo- 
tive DL2 "Forsayth”, the second of the 
four locos of the 3’6" gauge DL class. 
Some notes on modelling these locos 
in Sn3% appeared in Journal 154 
(May/June 1983), while notes of the 
history of these interesting locos ap- 
peared in the ARHS Queensland Di- 
vision, Sunshine Express Magazine, 
December 1979 Issue where Mr. A. 
West details the life of these locos 
with text, drawings and photos. Mod- 
elling these locos in Sn3%, one could 
use an OO scale Lima 08 shunter, 
while in HO scale, a scratchbuilt 
mechanism using Romford wheels 
etc, should work out OK. All the four 
prototype locos still exist. 


Oddspot 


The Q.R. Workshop fitter Ted 
Ward reports: Queensland Railis now | 
working on a NSW 60 class Beyer 
Garratt!? The frames of the QR Beyer 
Garratt are now stripped and are 


rolled over in the workshops, so now |. 


the number on the Buffer Beams 
reads 6001 not 1009. 
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President’s Annual Report - 1993 


In presenting this report to the 42nd 
Annual General Meeting of the Federal 
Committee, I am once again, able to tell 
our members, that, over the past 12 
months, many new ideas have 
emerged. 

Our current number of members as 
listed on the mail computer remains 
in excess of 1100 members as was last 
year, which means that the Association 
has been able to maintain constant 
membership numbers, over the past 
year. This was achieved after taking 
into consideration, a number of resig- 
nations, due toill health and other rea- 
sons. | 

Our membership drive for the year 
ended 31 August, 1993 was once again, 
successful for two branches, they were 
New South Wales and Western Aus- 
tralia, both achieving at least 50 new 
members for the year. Each 50th mem- 
ber received two years free membership 
from the Federal COM. 

Due to changes to the drive, last 
year, no branch was able to achieve the 
minimum increase in their member- 
ship, of 10%, therefore no branch is to 
receive the yearly donation of $100.00. 
The Federal COM has once again de- 
cided to continue the membership drive 
for a further year, to be conducted un- 
der the same conditions that applied 
this year. 


The Annual Balance Sheet, as pre- 
sented by Ken Edwards, shows the 
Federal COM funds to be financially 


sound, disclosing net assets balance of 


$13,149.18, this was an increase in 
funds of $2,011.13 over the previous 
year. . 

Once again | would hke to take this 
opportunity to thank the retiring Fed- 
eral COM for their support and the way 
they have carried out their respective 
tasks, which has made my position so 
much easier. | would hke to especially 
thank, my wife, Denice Tyson for the 
computer support given to our mem- 
bership registrar, Mr Norm Read, for 
the hours spent dealing with the many 
complications encountered in the 


preparation of the mailing labels of 


Journal. 

Also, | would like to congratulate 
Rex Little, Roger Lloyd and the 
“Vicprint’ team of workers for their 
efforts with the production, presenta- 
tion and distribution of Journal 
throughout Australia. The Federal 
COM hopes that we can be assured that 
“Vieprint” will be abie to carry on with 
the printing of Journal for many years 
in the future. 

To all branch reporters, please keep 
all that branch news and articles com- 
ing in. Without this information, 
branch members would not be able to 


remain in touch with their local branch 
events. 

I would hike to extend to those mem- 
bers, who were awarded a meritorious 
award during the past year, congratu- 
lations from the Federal COM for their 
special efforts they put into their indi- 
vidual branches. 

The Federal COM in the past year, 
have decided to rebate all yearly fam- 
ily subscriptions received, to their re- 
spective branches, which we feel, will 
help support that branch, and also en- 
courage family members into the As- 
sociation. 

The Federal COM wishes to thank 
Mr Raddatz in South Australia, for his 
suggestion of the re-introduction of the 
members layout register, which was 
considered to be a very good idea. If you 
are interested in registering your lay- 
out, please complete the information 
sheet supplied in Journal. 

Once again I would congratulate al! 
those members, who participated in the 
running of their annual model railway 
exhibitions throughout Australia dur- 
ing the year, continuing the spirit of 
model railways, as a great hobby. 

Lastly, the Federal COM recently 
approved changes to the Victorian 
Branch Constitution. The Federal COM 
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information and Directory of Office Holders - AMRA 


Federal Committee 


Federal President Brian Tyson 22 Tobruk Avenue Carlingtord NSW 02 872 3512 
PO Box 150 North Strathfield NSW 2137 

Federal Secretary StephenJd Chapman 34 Feather Street St Clair NSW 2759 02 670 3252 

Federal Registrar Norm Read 3 Augusta Street Strathfield NSW 2135 02 642 3828 

Federal Treasurer Ken Edwards 8 Easton Road Berowra Heights NSW 2082 02 456 2868 


New South Wales Committee 


President Phil Kelly 
Secretary David Bennett 
Treasurer Jack Parker 


Publicity Officer 
Address all correspondence to: 


The Secretary 


| Clubroom address and telephone: 


Victorian Committee 


Glenn Percival 


20 Lee Street Condeil Park NSW 2200 

200 President Avenue Miranda NSW 2228 

34 Strickland Street Bass Hill NSW 2197 
395 Port Hacking Road Caringbah NSW 2229 


Chapel Lane Rockdale 


02 790 5317 
02 524 3655 
02 724 5348 
02 540 1746 


PO Box 194 Kockdate NSW 2216 


02 567 1899 


03 802 6887 


President Bob Edwards P.O. Box 110, Blackburn Vic 3130 | 
Secretary John Harry 68 Lahona Avenue Bentleigh East Vic 3165 03 570 4406 
Treasurer Stuart Westerman 10 Gardenia Crescent Cheltenham Vic 3192 03 583 8655 


Clubroom address and telephone: 


Queensland Committee 


92 Wills Street Glen Iris Vic 


20 Rosemary Street Bellbird Park Qld 4032 


03 885 7034 


07 288 1780 


President Tony Weber 
Secretary Bob Mawson 
Treasurer Arthur Hayes 


Clubroom address and telephone: 


Western Australian Committee 


President Simon Mead 
Secretary Eddie Garforth 
Treasurer Alan Porter 


Clubroom address and telephone: 


633 Webster Road Chermside Qld 4032 
21 Madison Street Sunnybank Hills Qid 4032 
South Brisbane Station 


11 Grant Street Embleton WA 6062 

21 Stevens Road High Wycombe WA 6057 
21 Prosser Way Myaree WA 6154 

24 Moojebing Street Bayswater WA 


07 359 1031 
07 345 7887 
07 844 1866 


09 276 8745 
09 454 4276 
09 330 1848 
09 377 3456 


(Corrections, additions to the directory would be most weicome. Please send them to the Managing Editor) 


Continued from previous page 


considers these changes to be the fu- 
turistic way in which State Commit- 
tees of Management should be man- 
aged. Congratulations Victoria for this 
new innovation, for the election of 
branch officers in the future. 

In conclusion, I would like to take 
this opportunity of wishing all mem- 
bers and their families, a prosperous 
and happy new year. 

Brian Tyson 


Notes from the Registrar 


At the time of typing these notes, 
257 NSW Members had renewed 
from the year end total of 292; VIC, 
247 from 292, QLD. 120 from 127 and 
WA 293 from 349 and the total re- 
newals 926 against 1063. 

I am aware that a few of the mem- 
bers have passed away,some have 
lost interest in the hobby,some Fam- 
ily members have found other inter- 
ests and there are always a few of 
these getting into their HSC year and 
studying is number one pastime, but 
of the majority who do not renew we 
hear nought. 

I must admit that over the years 
of being involved with the Registrar's 
work one gets the feeling with some 
applications that they are a ‘passing 
fancy and there are others that join 
for a period, drop out and have a bite 
at the cherry at a later date. 


A while back I mentioned the fact 
that quite a number of new members 
list their occupation as Retired. In 
my opinion they could not go wrong 
in taking up this hobby. Long ago I 
came to the conclusion that a person 
on retiring without some hobby of 
some kind was more or less a lost 
soul. 

Some of the Branches have their 
"yetiree’s day’ where they come along 
maybe to do a bit of work for the club, 


run a train or seek advice with a 


problem piece of equipment and oth- 
erwise have a good old ’yak’. 

I know of one person, answers to 
the name of Charlie who makes sure 
no voice boxes run dry through lack 
of a cuppa or two, and he does like 
building engines as well. And of 
course there will always be the ones 
who like to buy their equipment and 
just watch it run around and around 
and others who are more interested 
in operation which does make a 
model railway come to life, others 
just like to build their models and 
once they are running OK, get on 
with the next one. 

This hobby has so much going for 
it, so a New Years resolution for 
those of you more or less just sitting 
on the fence, hop down and get stuck 
in to it, do not be hesitant to ask for 
advice | 

Norm Read. 
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FOR SALE 


BRASS HO ALCO 
T CLASS 
VR LIVERY 


ONE 2ND SERIES 
ONE 3RD SERIES 
MINT, TRO 


EXCELLENT 
PERFORMERS 


$625 EA, $1190 LOT. 
GEOFF BROWN 


AFTER 7PM. 


AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY ASSOCIATION - FEDERAL COMMITTEE 


oo LL ———— 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1993 


RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE 
Funds on hand at 1 July 1992 a . | 
Treasurers ACCOUNT: 4,507.10 Printing of Journal Ue 5, 977,18 
Advertising Account 519.82 Postage of Journal (6 issues} 2,520.34 
Pubs ienag Account 694,91 Journal Expenses 2,280.90 
Investment Account 5,408.53 Stationery & Printing 211.69 
Cash on Hand 16.63 11,138.05 General Postage 802.47 
stmnmeos Trophies | 120.40 
New Membership Subscriptions 1,865.00 Bank charges & duties 32.66 
Membership Renewals 10,352.00 Insurance 200.63 
Joining fees 1,104.00 Membership Drive 100.00 
Journal Advertising 759.20 Photocopies & Toner 427.00 
Bank Interest 357.33 Telephone reimbursement 83.12 
Donations 224.50 Sundry expenses 1,30 
Badges / 5.95 Funds on hand at 30 June 1993 
NSW Branch: Badges & Shields 100.80 Treasurers Account 0,100.23 
Advertising Account 179.80 
Publishing Account 699.29 
Investment Account 5,998.47 
Cash on hand 15.33 13,145.18 
3 25,300.83 § 25,906.83 
hbssncd: eT Tor Ken Edwards - Federal Treasurer 


‘ have examined the books and records of the Federal Committee of the 
\ustralian Mode! Railway Association and report that, in my Opinion, the 
above Statement is a true and fair record of receipts and payments of the 
Committee as recorded in those books and records during the year ended 30 


June 1993. 


AUDITOR'S REPORT 


2 aS 


Robert W Gorrell, chartered accountant, honorary auditor. 
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More Fun With Relays 


You will probably agree that com- 
mercially available point motors are 
either crude, expensive or both! 


When we designed the first MMRS _ 


layout we needed nearly 100 point mo- 
tors, so we decided to design and manu- 
facture our own. This design utilised 
a relay of the British Post Office 3000 
style. Each unit cost around $2. Most 
of the cost was for brass nuts and bolts 
which were used as connecting termi- 
nals. 

This design was featured in an ear- 
lier article in Journal, and was subse- 
quently used on several club and many 
private layouts. We were selling kits 
as fast as we could produce them! 

These point motors operated very 
well but, we did find with experience, 
that if we needed to remove a point 
motor for repair or replacement, sort- 
ing out the connecting wires was a pain. 

Then came our great fire! 

There is one good thing about a fire 
- it gives you the opportunity to improve 
on past practices, which you would 
most probably put up with otherwise. 
This was the case with point motors. 

We decided on two improvements: 

(a) a change to the more efficient 
and even more reliable CROSSBAR 
type relay, and 

(b) the use of a 10-pin plug to en- 
able a quick disconnect and re-connect 
facility. 

Both of these improvements have 
paid off and there is an interesting side 
improvement - the cost today is about 
half the previous cost! (No brass nuts 
and bolts). 


Description 


The MMRS point motors use a re- 
lay to: 

(a)move the blades of points, and 

(b)operate two C contact units and one 
M unit on the relay . 

To operate the point blades, a piece 
of coat hanger wire is soldered to the 
armature of the relay. A piece of pi- 
ano (spring) wire is soldered to the 
other end of the coat hanger wire. This 
wire feeds into a small hole in the 
points throwbar. The design results in 
about twice the necessary movement, 
the slack being taken up in the bend- 
ing of the piano wire. This results in 
excellent adjustment tolerance. 

The 3 contact units of the relay are: 
(i) C to switch the metal frog of the 

points according to the points set- 

ting (all metal points rails) 

Gi)  C to route power automatically 
to the route set (more on this in 
PART 5 later), and 

(iii) |M to operate slave relays in cen- 
tralised relay sets, which are used 
for signal lamp switching and inter- 
locking circuits (more in PARTS 3 
and 4 later). 

A simple steel bracket in the shape 
of a top hat is used to mount the point 


Part 2 


Relays as Point Motors 


by Allan Dowel - 


motor to the underside of the track 
base. 

A 10 pin plug is mounted on one leg 
of this bracket, to which the 10 wires 
are soldered: 2 for the relay coil and & 
for the springs. 

The plug and socket are actually 
half of standard crossbar 20 pin knife 
and fork unit - very cheap - very reli- 
able. 

The 10 pin socket which pushes onto 
the point motor plug is wired with a 
short piece of 10 wire cable to another 
similar socket on the other end. This 
socket pushes onto 10 pins of a central 
80 pin plug, which feeds up to 8 such 
cords. You can (hopefully) see now, 
how quickly a point motor or a cable 
can be changed. 

All wiring for up to 8 point motors 
are soldered onto this 80 pin plug. 

If you dont wish to get involved in 
this knife and fork business, an 
ESSCO screw terminal strip would be 
simpler, but slower when isolating 
faults and removing point motors. Just 
picture yourself under the layout, in a 
cramped, awkward position, with a 
lead lamp shining in your eyes instead 
of onto the point motor! Yes, the screws 
are facing the wrong way too. 
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However, this description will pre- 
sume that you use an ESSCO terminal 
strip, attached to the baseboard. 


Materials List 


1 RELAY ~~ Coil value 100 ohms for 
12 volts, or 1000 ohms for 50 volts. 
Contacts to suit you, but preferably at 
least 8 lever springs to give adequate 
return spring tension. 

A lot of relays come with 4M or 4B 
springsets, which are not often re- 
quired. Take the opportunity to use 
these mainly as mechanical return 
springs (unwired). You will, of course, 
need certain springs to suit your elec- 
trical system, to be wired (eg 1x C 
unit included). We often make a C unit 
out of 1B and 1M units. 

1 PIECE OF COAT HANGER WIRE 
(See Figure 2). 

1 PIECE OF PIANO WIRE 

(See Figure 2). 

1 MOUNTING BRACKET made from 
15mm x 16 to 18g steel (See Figure 2). 
1 TERMINAL BLOCK to suit you 
(minimum 5 wags for coil connections 
plus 1 x C springset). 

2-4" x No 4 R/HD WOOD 
SCREWSfor mounting 

2-1/8" x 4" WASHERS for under heads 
of the mounting screws. 

1 NUT & BOLT to attach terminal 
strip to bracket. 

INSULATED WIRES from relay to 


terminal strip. 
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Power Supply 


As we said in Part 1 of this series, 
you can use your train power pack (12 
volts) if you have a limited number of 
point motors, but a 50 volt power pack 
is strongly recommended for these 
point motors and any other relays. 

There are only 2 wires required for 
the coils of these point motors, and one 
of these is a power common, running 
from one point motor to the next, etc. 

Switches are simple SPST (single 
pole, single throw) toggle switches, 
available from radio parts stores, or 
telephone key switches if you prefer. 

Hang on, wouldnt the relays be op- 
erated all of the time? 

Yes, but only when switched to the 
least used route. Also, remember that 
these relays are so efficient that 60 
could be operated simultaneously from 
a 50 volt, 1.5 amp power pack! And 
they wont get hot if left on indefinitely. 
One amp of your 12 volt train power 
pack could hold 8 point motors in the 
operated position. 


Manufacturing Steps 


1. Remove the armature from the re- 
lay, by first removing the armature re- 


j ; 
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PARTS 


taining spring using a pair of needle 
nosed pliers. (Watch closely where the 
spring lands!). Remove the staple and 
plastic plate and discard them. 

2. File the plating from a band about 
Smm wide across the armature (See 
Figure 3). 

3. Trim this band with solder, using 
flux if necessary. 

4. Cut the coathanger wire into 
lengths of around 145mm. 

5. Bend these wires at 90”, 30mm 
from one end. 

6. Clean 25mm of each end with steel 
wool. 

7. Trim these ends, using flux if nec- 
essary. 

8. Cut the piano wire into 65mm 
lengths. 

9. Clean 25mm of one end using a 
fine file. 

10. Straighten these wires with your 
fingers, holding one end with bull nose 
phers. 

11. Trim the cleaned end using flux. 
12. Solder the 25mm end of the thick 
wire to the armature. A simple jig like 
the one shown in Figure 4 will be worth 
its weight in gold. If you are going to 
make several point motors, tack a piece 
of laminex (or similar) to the top face 
to stop the heat from burning the 
wooden face. Run hot iron along both 
edges of the wire to obtain two but- 
tresses of solder. 

13. Lay the long end of the thick wire 
on another piece of laminex, and lay 
this wire against it, lapping the turned 
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WIRE 


ends by 25mm. 
14. Solder these together. 
15. Clean this whole assembly with 
hot soapy water and a bristle brush. 
This is to prevent corrosion due to the 
flux. 
16. Fix the mounting bracket to the 
relay using the coil nut. Make sure that 
this is horizontal across the back of the 
relay and very tight. 
17. Solder short pieces of telephone 
cable wire to the two appropriate coil 
tags, and springs (as required). Use a 
standard colour code. 
18. Connect the ends of your wires to 
this strip or plug. 
19. Remount the armature onto the 
relay, but dont fit the retaining spring 
at this stage. 
20. Measure the throw at the end of 
the piano wire, holding the armature 
against the yoke at the pivot point. 
This should be 5-6mm. Adjust if nec- 
essary by bending the armature as re- 
quired. 
Also, at this stage, ensure that the lift- 
ing lugs of the armature are just touch- 
ing the lifting combs. We dont want 
any slack here, when the relay is used 
as a point motor. 
21. Your point motor is now ready for 
fitting, but you will need a hole through 
the baseboard of at least 15mm diam-— 
eter, and a 1mm (max) hole in the point 
throw bar. 
The point blades must be free mov- 
ing. Test by rolling the points on their 
sides. The blades should move of their 
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own weight. 

If you use Peco points, you must 

remove the flip-flop spring. 
22. Attach the point motor, using 
the two %" x No 4 woodscrews and 
washers. Note that the mounting 
holes are deliberately over sized to 
allow for adjustment. 

This is but done with an assist- 
ant above the layout checking that 
the blades move evenly to each side, 
whilst you trial fit the motor under- 
neath. Mark the screw positions by 
pencil through the mounting holes, 
then remove the motor whilst you 
drill two pilot holes in the baseboard. 
Final adjustment is made by loosen- 
ing the mounting screws. 


Making the Soldering Jig 


(Refer to Figure 4) 

MATERIALS LIST 

2 PIECES of WOOD 100 x 75mm 
(min) 

2 PIECES of WOOD A x 75mm 
(min) 

(Ais 120mm minus twice the thick- 
ness of the wood you are using. This 
wood should be at least 1Omm thick). 
1 PIECE of LAMINATE 25mm x 
B 

(Bis the width of your timber minus 
12mm). 

TACKS & NAILS to suit assembly 
WHITE GLUE 

Cut two slots in the sides of the 
top timber 25mm x 6mm as shown 
in Figure 4. 

Attach the laminate to the top 
plate (glue, tack or both). 

Drill 4 X 3mm holes in the top 
and bottom timbers as shown in the 
drawing. (Hold the two pieces to- 
gether whilst drilling). 

Assemble the 4 pieces of timber 
using suitable brads and glue. 

After the glue has dried, your jig 
is ready for us. 


USING THE JIG 


You shculd make the most of your 
point motors with the thick wire on 
the right hand side, but a few with 
the wire on the left hand side to suit 
awkward situations. 

1. Drop the relay armature into one 
of the slots, with the tinned band up. 
2. Drop the long end of the thick 


| wire into the r/h (or Vh) hole. En- 
_ sure that the bottom end goes into 


the bottom hole, and turn the top so 
that the short end of the wire sits on 
the tinned band of the armature. 
3. Solder along both sides of the 
wire. 
4. Remove the assembly WITH 
PLIERS wien the solder is set. 
5. Continue with Step 13 of the 
manufacturing procedure. 

If you have any problems, please 
let me know. 
Kits? | 
Sorry, but we are too involved in 
getting the MMRS going again right 
now. Maybe later. 


A Site for Your Model Railway 


by Stephen J Chapman 


So you think that you have no 
room to build a model railway. 
Well think again. Everyone has 
somewhere that they can put a 
model railway. You might not be 


able to fit the big fancy layout of 


your dreams but you will be able 
to fit something. Any sort of lay- 
out at all can be better than noth- 
ing. Another thing to keep in mind 
is that you may be able to build 
something now which is suitable 
to incorporate into a much larger 
layout at a later date. 

The first thing that we need to 
do is work out all of the places 
where we could put a model rail- 
way. Then we can look into possi- 
ble track plans and decide on an 
actual location. 

There are many places where 
you can build a model railway. 
Some of these places are obvious 
while others may not occur to you 
(1 am sure that there are many 
more possible sites for your lay- 
out than I mention in this article. 
If you can think of any that I have 
missed out then I am sure that 
the editor would like to hear from 
you with a short write up about 
it). 

Well anyway let’s begin. 

The purpose-built railway room 

The most obvious location. The 
ideal site because it is built to fit 
the layout that you want. Also the 
most expensive. You probably 
won't have the money or the space 
to be able to go with this option 
(and if you do then the wife prob- 
ably has "better ideas of what to 
use them for). This may be your 
goal for your eventual layout but 
in the mean time there is no need 
to despair because there are lots 
of other places that you can put a 
layout. 

The spare room 

All very well if you have one. 
Probably the next best thing af- 
ter a purpose built room only a 
spare room (evenif not filled with 
junk or the wife’s sewing) is likely 
to be quite a bit smaller than you 
think that you need. Still its some- 
where to start. 

The shed. 

A cheaper alternative to the 
purpose built railway room. You 
can still arrange the size to suit 
the layout that you want. The 
shed can also be used for other 
things. By building the layout at 
an appropriate height and buying 
tools etc. that will fit, you can 
store all of your gardening equip- 
ment and toolkit under the lay- 
out. . 


The garage. 

If yours isn’t full of junk then 
you probably keep the car in 
there. There are a number of al- 
ternatives here. kither you keep 
the car outside and devote the 
whole garage to the model rail- 
way or you arrange to have the 
car and railway share the ga- 
rage. This can be done by build- 
ing narrow boards along the side 
walls of the garage and having a 
removable section for the car to 
get in and out and possibly also 
across the other door as well (see 
figure one, removable sections 
shown shaded). If your garage is 
not wide enough to allow the 
width of baseboard that vou re- 
quire then perhaps you can ar- 
range for the boards to fold 
against the garage wall when the 
car 1s inside (shown dotted in fig- 
ure one). 

Inside the ceiling (Attic or ioft) 

Depending on the style of roof 
that you have on your house you 
can have quite a bit of space up 
there that is not being used. By 
flooring an appropriate area hav- 
ing sufficient headroom, a start 
can be made on filling a lot of the 
remaining space with model rail- 
way. Choose a baseboard height 
to suit the size of layout that you 
require and the clearances be- 
tween the beams supporting the 
roof (figure two). The more dis- 
tant parts of the roof space can 
be used for return loops and so 
forth that will not be a part of 
the scenic section of the layout 
provided that access is still pos- 
sible for maintenance or ifa train 
derails. The only other thing that 
you will need is a ladder to get 
up there. 

Under the house (basement) 

Some houses have quite a bit 
of space underneath where a 
model railway could be built. If 
you have enough headroom un- 
der there where the operating 
area will be then you can still fill 
some of the rest of the area the 
same as can be done in the ceil- 
ing. If you don’t have sufficient 
headroom for your operating 
area then consult a qualified 
builder before deciding to dig the 
area a bit deeper. You don’t want 
the house collapsing because you 
have undermined the founda- 
tions. 

In the garden 

Yes, you could build your 
model railway entirely (or partly) 
outside. With the types of mate- 
rials that go into many of the 
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FIG.2 CEILING LAYOUT WITH 
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FIG.5 FOLDING LAYOUT BUILT 


FIG.4 CROSS SECTION OF 


INTO A CUPBOARD 
WITH STORAGE SHELVES 


RAISED GARDEN LAYOUT 
WITH STATION IN SHED. 


model railway components these days 
(plastics, metals, etc) an outdoor lay- 
out which can survive most weather 
conditions can be built. Only paper, 
card, and other building materials 
which are easily damaged when wet 
need be avoided. Marine ply (or equiva- 
lent) can be used to build conventional 
type baseboards in the garden, or the 
tracks can be laid on concrete, brick, 
or various other surfaces. A garden lay- 
out can also be built at ground level 
and blended into the garden (figure 
three). 

The garden can also be used to ex- 
tend a layout built partly in a purpose- 
built room, a spare room, shed, or ga- 
rage. The main station and fiddle yard 
are inside and the main running lines 
extend out into the garden (figure four). 
This allows for much longer runs than 
is possible inside without the inconven- 
ience of having to take all of the stock 
off of the layout at the completion of 
an operating session as is necessary 
with an entirely outdoor layout. 

The suggestions so far are all very 
well for those people who own their own 


home. For those living in a unit the 
majority of the above alternatives are 
not viable. The garage or spare room 
may still be possibilities but none of the 


- other alternatives are available. So 


what can someone who lives in a (pos- 
sibly) quite small unit do to find space 
to build a model railway. The following 
are some alternatives which enable a 
model railway to be built in a much 
smaller space than is available with the 
more obvious options listed above. Most 
of the following options can be used by 
anyone who has at least somewhere to 
call their own. 
Along a wail 

Anarrow model railway can be built 
along any section of spare wall that you 
might happen to have available. For- 
get about trying to fit in a large com- 
plex continuous run and build a sim- 
ple terminus/fiddle yard layout instead. 
Alternatively if you are particularly 
interested in locomotives then consider 
building a reasonably substantial loco- 
motive depot along the wall and forget 
about the rest of the layout for the 
moment. Your loco depot can always be 


incorporated into a larger layout when 
you get the space. A freight marshal- 
ling yard or some sort of industrial area 
are two more alternatives that can fit 
along a piece of spare wall and which 
can later be reused as part of a larger 
layout. 
In a cupboard 

Yes layouts have been built in cup- 
boards before now. If the cupboard is 
large enough then a complete small 
layout can be built within it and all you 
need to do is open the cupboard door 
and pick up the controller to start run- 
ning trains. A somewhat larger layout 
can be built in a cupboard by having a 
fold down section which opens out of 
the cupboard once the cupboard door 
is open (figure five). The fixed section 
inside the cupboard can hold all of the 
stock while the layout is not in use. 

To fold down over a bed or table. 
Here we are perhaps looking at a 6’ x 
4 or 8’ x 4 layout similar to the type of 
thing that a lot of people have for their 
first layout. By carefully considering 
the type of operation required, some 
quite different types of layouts can be 
fitted into this sort of area. The layout 
can be hinged to a wall either over a 
bed or table or with folding legs at- 
tached (figure six) so that it can be 
folded up out of the way very quickly 
(once all of the stock has been re- 
moved). Alternatively the layout could 
be attached to the ceiling by ropes and 
pulleys and raised out of the way when 
not in use (figure seven). Make sure 
that a proper method of securing the 
layout in its stored position is used to 
stop the layout from falling if it is 
bumped. 
inside a tabie 

In the smaller scales it becomes pos- 
sible to consider the idea of building a 
coffee table complete with model rail- 
way built in. Simply build a coffee ta- 


FIG.6 A FOLD-DOWN. | 
LAYOUT 
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FIG.7 A LAYOUT SUSPENDED FROM THE 
CEILING BY PULLEYS. 


ble with a baseboard six or eight inches below the level that you want 
the table height to be. Build the layout at this height providing sup- 
ports in the corners for the coffee table top. You either remove the top 
and fold down the sides of the table when you want to operate the 
layout or alternatively make the top and sides from glass and the 
layout will be able to be operated at any time. Remember to make 
the glass top detachable so that you can get to the layout for mainte- 
nance and rerailing of trains. A layout of this type not only provides 
a practical piece of furniture for the house but also gives you a talk- 
ing point when friends come to visit. 


Fully portable | 

If you really don’t have enough room to have a permanent layout 
of any kind then you should consider building a portable one. By 
building the layout out of a number of manageable sections a fairly 
large layout can be built which can be fitted into a fairly small space 
when packed away (4’ x 2’ is a reasonable maximum for sections of a 
portable layout). The layout can be stored in whatever space that you 
do have possible in some sort of purpose built frame which permits a 
number of boards to be stacked on top of the other (figure eight). 
When you want to operate the layout you simply pull out ail of the 
boards and assemble the layout in whatever space that you have 
that is temporarily available for your use while actually operating 
the layout. If you don’t have anywhere at all where you can put up 
the whole layout for operating then you can still build a layout like 
this and run it at exhibitions (provided that you can find somewhere 
to temporarily set up the layout to properly test run it in the first 
place. 
Modular layout 

If you have a number of friends who are also interested in model 
railways and none of you have enough space for a complete layout 
then consider building a modular layout between you. Each person 
builds one or more modules in accordance to the same set of modular 
standards. Each person then stores their own modules. When you 
want to have an operating session then you and your fiends all get 
together and assemble a layout out of your modules. This arrange- 
ment not only minimises the amount of storage space that 1s required 
but also permits a variety of different layouts to be assembled simply 
by placing the available modules in a different order (figure nine). 


Diorama 

If you really don’t think that you have enough space to build any 
type of layout then you are not really trying hard enough to find 
somewhere. If the thing that is really holding you back at the mo- 
ment is not lack of space for a layout but lack of space for the sort of 
layout that you want then you can still start working on that dream 
layout now. By building a number of small scenes now, you will have 
actually got started on that layout. This will give you an incentive to 


FIG.8 A STORAGE RACK FOR A 
PORTABLE LAYOUT. 


Re-drawn from the originals by 
Joe Vella 


FIG.9, A MODULAR LAYOUT 
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More Experiences with 


try to get the space that 
you need for the layout. 
It will also make it much 
faster to produce the lay- 
out when you do get the 
space because the dio- 
ramas can be plugged 
straight into the layout 
and will already be fully 
scenicked. If a number of 
the dioramas have track 
on them it may also be 
possible to join a number 
of these together tempo- 
rarily to give yourself 
somewhere to run trains. 
Building dioramas like 
this also have the advan- 
tage that if you disman- 
tle the layout at some fu- 
ture time the dioramas 
can be removed in one 
piece and reused in the 
next layout. 


So there you have it, 
a few suggestions on 
where you can put a 
model railway. You can 
be fairly sure that no 
matter how little room 
that you think that you 
have for your model rail- 
way there is always 
someone else who has 
somehow managed to 
build a working layout in 
a much smaller space. 


S AMP 


Transistor 


The Electric Locomotive 
Controller Part 3 
by Steve Malone 

In JOURNAL 217 we dealt with the mechan- 
ics of the main control handie. In this part we 
will simply explain the concept of the controller 
circuit, following the attached basic drawing, 
which has the simple support functions left off 
to simplify things. 

A.C. power comes in through a 5 amp fuse to 
a bridge rectifier to give a D.C. output. From here 
the positive goes two ways, one through relay 
contacts K1] and K2 which are controlled by push 
buttons for application/release of the Parking 
Brake and to raise/lower the Pantograph. If the 
Pantograph is not up and the Parking Brake on 
you won't go anywhere. From these contacts we 
feed the three transistors which do all the work. 

The other positive feed goes down through the 
Max Volts adjustment, (a control normally d- 
den away) the speed control, (on the main power 
handle) and a Min Volts control which heips give 
the required starting characteristics. Remember 
the speed control pot and the dynamic brake pot 
are connected together on the main control han- 
dle mentioned in Part 2. 

From the speed control we move onto the In- 
ertia on/off (hump) switch which simply selects 
if we have a 2.7K resistor between the speed con- 
trol and the Transistors (top circuit) to give ‘nor- 
mal’ train controller mode, or use the bottom cir- 
cuit which gives all the inertia/braking features. 


BRIDGE. RECTIFIER 


470pf 


INERTIA ON/OFF/HUMP SW 


Controllers 


Our first component on the bottom cir- 
cuit is a simple diode to prevent unwanted 
feedback through the speed control. Next 
a 1K buffer resistor, then a 5K Inertia ad- 
just pot, giving a wide range of inertia char- 
acteristics. Next is the 5K Dynamic Brake 
Pot, the more the contro! handle is pushed 
into dynamic brake, the less the resistance 
here and the faster the drain on the iner- 
tla capacitors and the slowing down of the 
train. 

The micro switch mentioned in part 2 
plays an important part here, when you 
move the control handle into dynamic 
brake, the switch operates a relay K3 which 
has two sets of contacts, one bridges out 
the inertia adjust pot and the other shorts 
out the speed pot output to negative, all 
this reducing any funny business which 
may affect the Dynamic Brake’s perform- 
ance. 

From the bottom of the Inertia Adjust 
pot we have the Inertia Capacitors, a switch 
selects if you are using one or two. Also the 
Air Brakes hang off here too, these are sim- 
ple variable resistances to suit your per- 
sonal requirements normally around 1k to 
10K resistances. 

Areversing switch completes the circuit. 
If anyone needs further info on this con- 
troller, please contact Journal and I would 
be please to help where necessary. 


Circuit re-drawn by Joe Vella 
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Have You Seen? 


“Model Railways" November: 

’News’ reports on Stevenson Car- 
riages kit for LMS Inspection Coach: 
4mm and 7mm kits for LMS Black 5 4- 
6-0; Brassmasters 4mm kit for an 0-6- 
0 Austerity saddle tank; an attempt to 
recreate part of G.P. Keen’s legendary 
layout. A TT’ gauge layout described, 
the buildings are superb. Part 2 of a 
_ series on getting started in the hobby. 
Scenic modelling, forming the contours, 
etc.. The 4mm version of the LNER 
Class K3 models completed, with more 
work on the 7mm model. The working 
and duties of the ’station pilot’ de- 
scribed. Work Shop looks at the exqui- 
site figures and accessories produced 
by Philip Morris. The shunting puzzle’s 
latest brain teaser. 


“Railway Modeller" November 


Railway of the Month is Striving, an 
extensive 4mm scale home layout based 
on the LMS. Chester MRC’s 00-9 lay- 
out “The Upton Dale Light Railway 
described. Castlehaven, a 4mm scale 
00 gauge layout described. Construct- 
ing an ex-GWR ’B’ set in ’N’ gauge. 
Buxworth Sidings and Peak Junction, 
a4dmm scale 00 gauge layout described. 
The Hornby LNER Gresley Al Pacific 
converted to the Peppercorn version 
using the Crownline conversion kit. 
Datafile article on LBSCR Class L 4-6- 
4T, photographs, drawings and infor- 
mation. Using the loft as a modei rail- 
way room. Garden Railway - Novem- 
ber. Comet Models kits used as a basis 
for LMS coaches in 4mm scale. Re- 
searching a prototype location. 
Rockingham High Street - the latest 
architectural developments on this 
4mm scale layout. Student Modellers 
of the Bridge Centre Youth Club de- 
scribe their layout. Letters page con- 
tains an interesting follow-up on col- 
hery headgear. Latest Reviews looks at 
Bachmann Class 46; Tasma products 
handheld controller; 7mm scale SR 
GUV from Slaters; 2mm buildings: bi- 
cycles in 4mm and ’N’ News Special 
looks at Martin Finney kit for LNER 
A3; 16mm scale 0-4-0 Beyer Peacock 
loco. Sydney Electric Train Society is 
seeking information on the Leeds Forge 
Company who built the ’red rattlers’, 
address etc., on p525. 


“Model Railway Journal" No. 66 


Small Suppliers Forum looks at 
Green Scene scenic products; Minicraft 
miniature power tools; Wrightlines and 
Branchlines latest kit releases; Protext 
offer professional preparation of in- 
structions, drawings, packaging, etc.; 
Impetus Models 7mm kit for Sentinel 
lOOHP 0-4-0 geared steam shunter. 
Corris, a Welsh narrow gauge proto- 
type, modelled to 4" to I’ scale. A lay- 


by Ted Thoday 


out design based on Blaenau Ffestiniog. 
Slater’s latest 4mm Scale GWR 
coaches, a construction review. A 4- 
page pull out 4mm scale Conversion 
and Comparison Tables. The start of 
MRJ’s ’project Manning Wardle ’F’ 
class’ - scratchbuilding in 4mm scale’, 
what you need and starting on the chas- 
sis (this article is intended to take first 
time scratch~builders through the con- 
struction of a loco from start to finish 
and will include a “help line’). Wagon 
loads looks at carrying heavy metal. 
Construction Review of Martin 
Finney’s kit for the LNER Gresley A3 
4-6-2 locomotive. 


“British Railway Journal" No. 47 

Descriptive article on the Wev- 
mouth and Portland Railway, includes 
many photographs, OS Map, track dia- 
gram, building plans, etc.. NER 398 
Class 0-6-Os, the class described. De- 
scriptive article on Charwelton Lron- 
stone, includes photographs, track 
plan, etc.. Detail photographs of 
M&GNR 4-4-Os of Class ’A’. 


“Great Western Railway Journal’ 


No& 

Tiverton Junction, Photographs, OS 
Map, signalling diagram, working de- 
tails, etc.. GWR 57xx class 0-6-OPT 
workings at Reading described, In- 
cludes drawings of class, photographs, 
allocation, etc.. Marlborough High 
Level Track plan and photograph. In- 
teresting photographs of Royal Oak and 
Ranleigh Bridge, GWR. 


“Model Railways" December 


News looks at 4mm scale Bulleid 
wheels from Markits; Southern Pride 
adds to its list of BR Mk 1 coaches and 
Southern EMUs: the latest Railmatch 
colours. Preview of Bachmann Class 46 
model In 4mm scale plus Farish Class 
56, Knightwings LMS Nos. 10000 and 
10001 and BH Enterprises LNER D15 
kit all in ’’N’. The construction, etc., of 
a school MRC layout. 

Designing a layout to fit your spare 
room. Modelling grass using carpet 
underlay. Andy Calvert tells how he got 
into the hobby and his changing inter- 
ests. Bob Essery continues his series 
on prototype operation - exchange sid- 
ings. A private industrial railway con- 
nected to a BR/LMR branch model de- 
scribed. The latest shunting puzzle, 
plus an answer to last months puzzle. 


“Model Railway Journal" No. 67 


Small Suppliers Forum looks at 
Branchlines replacement coreless mo- 
tors for Portescaps; Gauge 1 Develop- 
ment Society and its products cata- 
logue; DUEL accessories (fence posts, 


drain covers, liftingbarriers, meshes 
and chequerplate, etc.); CGW latest 
architectural additions; Duncan Mod- 
els 7mm kits and bits (an industrial 
transformer is pictured, very impres- 
sive) plus agricultural equipment: 
LRMs hornblock alignment jigs (Oh. so 
simple). Rod Hayward describes his 
conversion to 7mm scale and shows his 
model ’Lynchmere’. Constructing and 
improving an ABS white metal LMS 
wagon kit. Wagon Loads No. 3 - sacks, 
RTR and home made. Ultrascale crank- 
pins, how to fit them. Simple gear 
meshing using a home made jig. A very 
simple method of making semaphore 
signals "bounce’ prototypically. Part 2 
of the Manning Wardle ’P’ project, the 
running chassis. Photographs of GWR 
ROD tenders. Layout Design, the Not- 
tingham Suburban Railway 
Thorneywood station. The completion 
of the construction review of Martin 
Finney’s kit for LNER A3. Wild Swan 
Publications Winter Catalogue is a cen- 
trefold pullout. 


The Pop 
Value 


The Managing Editor 


Dear Roger 
May I make a suggestion re the 
format of Journal? Firstly, ’d lke 
to make the point that the recent 
improvement in quality certainly 
hasn’t gone unnoticed up here in Syd- 
ney - #217 is easily of the highest 
production quality ve seen in my 
three years. It even seemed to me 
that the print itself doesn’t rub off 
as easily as previous issues. My sug- 
gestion is to turn off hyphenation in 
the columns. The justification may 
then spread some lines’ wording a 
little too much for some, but I find 
that the amount of hyphenation is 
worse. 
Glenn Percival 
NSW Branch 
_ There are two disadvantages in 
turning off the hyphenation - the first 
is that if you get only a couple of long 
words in a line, you get excessive 
space between the words and this 
makes it harder to read. the second 
is that it saves space. Over a Journal, 
this may add up to two full pages, 
enough to save our honorary printer 
quite a bit of time! 
Roger Lloyd 
Managing Editor 
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The Sound F X Library 


The Compact Discs (C D) are sup- 
plied in the usual hard plastic case with 
a removable booklet which contains all 
the relevant details about each compact 
disc le: 

Type of sound effect 

The recording mode 

The duration of each track 
Remarks about the recording. 

An index function has been pro- 
vided with these C D’s for those who 
have a C D player equipped with an 
index function. (The index takes the C 
D player directly to a set point on the 
C D ie: a horn or whistle sounding, a 
smoke box door opening or closing etc. ) 


C D1 TRAINS - 


DIESEL & ELECTRIC 

This C D is made up of twenty eight 
(28) tracks and runs for fifty nine min- 
utes and forty five seconds and starts 
with S.A.R./A N 800 and 900 class die- 
sels passing the microphone with a 
passenger train, bringing a train to a 
stand and idling, several different ver- 
sions of the locos at an idle, goods trains 
starting from a siding, a BL class loco 
being tested in the workshop, BL class 
locos shunting wagons in a goods yard, 
N.S.W.G.R. 48 class loco shunting wag- 
ons in a goods yard with air brakes 
being applied and released and the air 
compressor working The C D concludes 
with various blasts of air horns and 
coupling crashes. 

One point to note is that although 
the C D is titled "Trains -- Diesel & 
Electric’ only diesel-electric locos are 
heard. 


C D2 STEAM TRAINS -- 1 


This C D runs for a massive seventy 
minutes and seven seconds which is 
contained in thirty seven (37) tracks 
and includes a John Fowler loco shunt- 
ing a logging train backwards and for- 
wards in a goods yard, various loco 
sounds such as filling the tender with 
water and opening and closing the fire- 
box door. We then move onto five tracks 
of point levers being moved then come 
back to the John Fowler loco for some 
whistle sounds. N.S.W.G.R. steam loco 
5910 "then takes the stage’ with a pas- 
senger train, smokebox door opening 
and closing, coal being shovelled, gen- 
erator and air compressor running, 
steam hissing, loco being oiled and fi- 
nally a series of whistles. The C D fin- 
ishes off with two sequences with 5910 
and a passenger train passing the mi- 
crophone. 


C D3 STEAM TRAINS -- 2 


This C D has thirty (30) tracks and 
runs for sixty four minutes and nine- 
teen seconds starting with N.S.W.G.R. 
steam loco 5910 starting a passenger 


Compact Disk Review 
Supplied by EM1 AUSTRALIA 


train away from a station near the mi- 
crophone. Nine more tracks follow fea- 
turing this loco, sound effects include 
level crossing bells, sounds from inside 
a carriage toilet compartment (ladies 
or mens?), train passing over points, 
under bridges, being passed by another 
train on an adjacent track, loco whis- 
tles, train stopping and starting etc. 

We now move onto what is described 
as a ‘tank locomotive steam’ 
(N.S.W.G.R. 30 class?) which moves 
about a goods yard with much hissing 
and whistle blowing. Now its back to 
the John Fowler loco which starts, 
stops, whistles, shunts, clangs and rat- 
tles its way past the microphone. Also 
included in these twelve tracks are 
sounds around the yard such as point 
leavers being moved, shunters talking 
and walking, and the loco’s wheels slip- 
ping as it tries to move its train. The 
final four tracks are of a specific sound 
effect such as steam hissing and bub- 
bling, a Westinghouse air compressor 
working and two tracks of steam whis- 
tles. 

My Thoughts - Bad points: More 
information could have been given as 


to the location of the recordings and all - 


locomotive numbers. The specific sound 
effects such as smokebox door opening 
and closing, point leavers moving, air 
horns, whistles etc would appear to 
have been edited too short as there is 
no background sound either side of the 


effect and this could prove frustrating » 


if the C D is used for adding sound to 
an old silent movie. Iam assuming that 
this is one reason why the C D has been 
released. 

My Thoughts - Good points: Of 
course the superior sound reproduction 
of a Compact dise can make the listener 
feel that they are at trackside watch- 
ing the trains go by. The stereo system 
that was used for this review has a ca- 
pacity of Fifty Watts per channel,but 
with the volume set only at half I did 
feel as if 1 was standing at trackside. 
Having specific sound effects included 
on the C Ds must be filling a much 
needed void for people who do posses 
some silent movies and would like to 
add something more than annoying 
background music. An excellent audio 
product. 

PRICE:- Sound effects C Ds are 
usually sold for two to three times the 
price of music C Ds. EMI, however will 
make these C Ds available to AMRA 
members for $40.00 each or the set of 
three for $100.00 giving us a saving of 
nearly 50%. 

Anyone interested: in purchasing 
these C Ds should contact the NSW 
Branch Publicity Officer:- Glenn 
Percival. 

Aian Tonks 


Articles for Journal 


Ever thought about writing an arti- 
cle for Journal? What about a small 
filler, for example a helpful hint? 

Iam always looking in particular for 
small articles to fill odd spaces in the 
magazine, such as this one. 

The preferred method of submitting 
an article is on a computer disk. The 
disk can be either 3% or 544 size, how- 
ever needs to be in MS DOS format (not 
Apple). The word processor can be any 
of the main types such as Ami Pro, MS 
Word, Wordperfect or Wordstar. If us- 
ing a programme other than these, try 
to place the article on the disk in that 
programme’s format, and also in ASCII 
format. This gives me two bites at the 
cherry. 

After extracting the article, I will 
return the disks, although sometimes 
I get rather tardy on this. 

If PC’s and word processing 1s not 
your style, the next preferred is good 
clean type. Laser print is ideal, but if 
using a manual typewriter, try to use 
a new ribbon and do not worry about 
double spacing. Good clean type is 
scanned in using a scanner and a soft- 
ware programme to read the type and 
convert it to text in a form able to be 
read by a word processor. Try to avoid 
typewriter fonts such as italics. The 
software has great difficulty separat- 
ing the letters of italics, and I have to 
retype italics. 

Also, please avoid using excessive 
capitals. For emphasis, | prefer to use 
bold type. Headlines in particular are 
set in lower case except for the first 
letter. This looks a lot better that all 
capitals, except for some rare excep- 
tions. Just look at any newspaper to 
see what I mean. 

Also, to assist scanning, always send 
the originals. If you need to keep a copy, 
please keep the copy. 

This guideline also applies to draw- 
ings. Please send only the original. If 
it is clean, I may be able to use as is. 
Some simple drawings, | can redraw 
using Pagemaker or Corel Draw, how- 
ever, normally I don’t have the time. If 
the article is not urgent I have a cou- 
ple of members who are prepared to 
redraw diagrams. In this issue, Joe 
Vella redrew Steve Chapman’s draw- 
ings and also the circuit diagram for 
Steve Malone’s article. Thanks, Joe, the 
result’s great. 

Photographs at this stage can only 
be submitted as black and white or col- 
our prints. Later, with the aid of a spe- 
cial attachment to a scanner, | may be 
able to use colour slides. I will let you” 
know if and when this is possible. Pho- 
tos should have good focus and an even 
contrast. Large black areas in the back- 
ground are to be avoided. 

Lastly, as this issue goes to print, — 
Bob Marsden, who has been printing 
the Journal for the last three years is 
in hospital. I wish Bob a speedy recov- 
ery. 

Roger Lloyd 
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Simon’s Scriblings 

The December issue of “THE 
BRANCHLINE’ completes Volume 17 
of the publication and, including the 
Introductory Issue published in Decem- 
ber 1976, was THE HUNDREDTH IS- 
SUE. 

Graham Watson was the first Edi- 
tor (although at the time, the position 
was referred to as "Branch Reporter’) 
and in the Introductory Issue (in which 
incidentally the name was two sepa- 
rate words ’Branch’ and ’Line’ - the 
present name was adopted with the 
third issue), 

Graham continued as Editor’ for a 
further forty one issues (until April 
1984) and then Kevin Derrick took 
over. Unfortunately, Kevin found it nec- 
essary to return to the U.K. after pub- 
lishing seven issues and then Ted 
Thoday and Alan Porter took over as 
joint ’Editors’: although the latter had 


been involved in the printing phase of 


the production of "THE BRANCH- 
LINE” from October 1983. After six is- 
sues by the joint Editors, Ted ’retired’ 
officially but continued as a very ac- 
tive contributor and Alan took on the 
role of "Editor & Publisher’. In this ca- 
pacity, he has now produced forty five 
issues of "THE BRANCHLINE'’. 
During Graham’s period in the edi- 
torial chair, "THE BRANCHLINE’ was 
a rather slim publication, averaging 9 
pages but when Kevin Derrick took 
over, he introduced some new features, 
such as "Talking Points’ (gossip about 
members’ modelling activities), car- 
toons, crosswords and (supplied by ’A. 
Nonny Mouse’) a series giving details 
of the scale and the colour of the vari- 
ous ’Matchbox’ road vehicle models. 
These additional features, together 
with the “Have You Seen.......... " seg- 
ment, provided from May 1981 by Ted 
Thoday, boosted the size of the publi- 
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cation during Kevin's period in the edi- 
torial chair to an average size of 21 
pages. During the period in which Alan 
Porter has been either jointly or solely 
sitting in the editorial chair, "THE 
BRANCHLINE"’ has grown in size with 
the introduction of a series of members’ 
reminiscences on How | Got Involved 
in Model Railways , puzzles, more car- 
toons, and even poetry! It was for a 
while growing ‘like Topsy’ and peaked 
for six consecutive issues at 44 pages 
but with the possibility of a swingeing 
increase in postal costs, Alan has at- 
tempted to prune its size somewhat to 
bring it back to the 28 to 32 page range. 

Until 1983, "THE BRANCHLINE® 
was printed by The Community Rec- 
reation Council of W.A. and apart from 
the first two issues (on A4 paper) they 
used 336mm x 205mm Foolscap paper. 
All issues printed by The Community 
Recreation Council used a brillant ’So- 
lar Gold’ cover page, which came to be 
associated as the Branch’s ‘ official col- 
our’. When Alan Porter arranged for 
the printing to be done at BP Refinery 
(Kwinana), the nearest colour 330mm 
x 216mm Foolscap paper was a rather 
paler Canary Yellow’ and this became 
the norm for the next 26 issues until 
April 1988 when it was decided to ’col- 
our code’ each issue of “THE 


BRANCHLINE” by using a different 


colour for each issue. This seemingly © 


’g00d idea’ came to a grinding halt af- 
ter two issues, when BP decided to 
cease stocking foolscap photocopy pa- 
per. This led to a decision to switch 
“THE BRANCHLINE’ to A4 paper 
(which BP continued to stock, in both 
coloured and white) and in order to get 
about the same amount of text onto a 
297mm x 210mm A4 sheet as had been 


crammed onto a foolscap sheet, the 


print size was reduced by 10% in the 
photocopying process. This led to a few 
complaints from members with poor 
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eyesight and even more when Alan re- 
duced the size of the print in the ever 
increasing ‘Have You Seen....” seg- 
ments by 30% in the photocopying proc- 
ess! 

Right from the beginning, copies of 
"THE BRANCHLINE” have been pro- 
vided to the several hobby shops around 
Perth dealing with model railways, in 
order to promote the activities of the 
Branch. At one stage, these were over- 
printed FREE’ so that there should be 
no inhibition to the general public to 
take a copy. In recent years, we have 
ceased the overprint in order to mini- 
mize the taking of copies of "THE 
BRANCHLINE" by persons with no 
interest in model railways. 

In addition, we have since 1985 
placed 70 copies of each issue of "THE 
BRANCHLINE" with the Circulation 
Division of the State Library Service 
for distribution to over 60 municipal 
libraries in the Perth Metropolitan 
Area and § Country Regional Country 
Centre libraries. 

At present, about 240 copies of each 
issue of "THE BRANCHLINE" go into 
the hobby shops, 70 copies go into the 
libraries, about 330 copies are mailed 
out (or handed out to members) and 
about 20 copies are retained in the 
Branch for issue to new members. 

"THE BRANCHLINE” came to a 
crossroads in 1985 when there were 
suggestions in "JOURNAL" Issues 166 
and 168 that, with the demise of the 
"GREEN 
BOARD" and the New South Wales 
Branch’s "SMOKE SIGNALS", all 
Branch’s might ’pool their resources’ 
and use the pages of "JOURNAL as 
their house magazine. We decided 
against that proposal because it was 
not possible for the W.A. Branch to ob- 
tain some 300+ copies of each issue of 
" JOURNAL" for placement in the Perth 
hobby shops and the various libraries 


Pagel4 A.M.R.A. Journal No 218 


in W.A. - nor did we think that "JOUR- 
NAL" would as appropriate as a pro- 
motional vehicle. Other considerations 
were the shorter deadlines for receipt 
of copy before publication date and less 
effort required from contributors in 
respect of getting their writings to the 
editorial office. 

So, it was decided to keep on pro- 
ducing "THE BRANCHLINE"” as a 
newsletter for the members of the 
Western Australian Branch and still 
place a significant proportion of each 
print run in ’the public arena’. It was 
recognised that the Editor of "JOUR- 
NAL" would continue to use excerpts 
from "THE BRANCHLINE" as W.A. 
Branch Notes in "JOURNAL" (as he 
had been invited to do, if he wished) 
and, as a result, W.A. members of the 
Association would see such material 
twice. 

Correspondence with the Editor of 
“JOURNAL on what material he tends 
to use from "THE BRANCHLINE” 
identified the “Have You Seen (In The 
Model Railway Press) " segment could 
be dropped out of "THE BRANCH- 
LINE” without any great penalty and 
so this has happened in the last three 
issues. Although Ted Thoday has man- 
aged to keep up the extracts from the 
magazines to which he subscribes, Alan 
Porter, who was the principal other ’ex- 
tractor’ has not kept up to date with 
those which he had been involved with. 
But he’s trying to catch up! 

Unfortunately, the "Have You Seen 
(In The Prototype Railway Press....” 
segment was retired as from the June 
1991 issue as a combined result of more 
and more magazines having to be ab- 
stracted, less and less time in which to 
do it and ever reducing sized print in 
order to get it all in to each issue of 
“THE BRANCHLINE"! 

Well, I think that after 100 issues 
of "THE BRANCHLINE’ , it is not hkely 
to cease production just yet, although 
it does cost the Branch about $2,000 a 
year to produce and to mail out to the 
members. 

Its seventeen years existence re- 
flects credit on its three (or four) Edi- 
tors, the many contributors, named and 
anonymous, who have provided mate- 
rial over the years and the teams of 
collators, staplers, checkers, folders, 
etc. who have assisted with the produc- 
tion of each issue. My thanks to you 
all. 

At the moment Alan Porter seems 
happy enough to keep going as Editor 
& Publisher but it has to be recognised 
that production of "THE BRANCH- 
LINE" does eat into his valuable mod- 
elling time and a busy personal life and 
the low cost of printing of "THE 
BRANCHLINE"’ relies on Alan continu- 
ing to have entree to the high speed 
photocopying facilities at BP Refinery 
(Kwinana) from which he retired 
nearly nine years ago. At the moment, 
this aspect looks secure, as the current 
Manager there was one of Alan’s pro- 
tegees(!) and Alan still looks on the 


production of each issue of "THE 
BRANCHLINE" as a regular, retire- 
ment challenge. 

So, we look forward to Issues 101. 
102, 103,....., 200 perhaps: 


Treatment of Branch Property 


Despite what I wrote in the last is- 
sue of, we are still having trouble with 
some members mistreating the 


Branch’s layouts, rolling stock and _ 


workshop equipment. Rather than re- 
peat my treatise from that last issue, | 
will say:- 

Read "Around The Layout” by Barry 
Bryant on pages later in the WA Notes. 

Since Barry wrote those notes and 
since Jim Hidden wrote his report on 
ModelRail ’93 (during which irrepara- 
ble damage to the Paasche air brush 


‘was noted), the Management Commit- 


tee has decided to restrict access by 
members to locomotives and rolling 
stock from the “Haltwhistle” and the 
‘West-N-Trak" layouts, as well the two 
air brushes and the tools and accesso- 
ries which go with the lathe. All these 
things are to be held in the Storeroom 
(TO WHICH ACCESS IS LIMITED TO 
MEMBERS OF THE MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE) and can be obtained by 
application to the Duty Officer at any 
General Club Activities meeting. The 
Duty Officer will log the number and 
the condition of the items which are 
issued to an applying member, as well 
as the member’s name, the date and so 
on. 

The items MUST be returned to the 
Duty Officer before the end of the Gen- 
eral Activities Meeting and he will 
check out the condition and the number 


of the items being returned, as well as 


logging all this information in a Log 
Book provided for the purpose. 


Workshop Matters 


Despite our best efforts, we do not 
yet have the accreditation procedures 
for members to have authority to use 
the Branch’s lathe and air brushes (af- 
ter they've got the gear from the Duty 
Officer!). Nobby’ Clark is working on 
this and I earnestly hope to be able to 
advise members in the next issue. 
Meanwhile, if you want to use the air 
brush or the lathe, contact the Duty 
Officer and he will decide, after con- 
sultation with any other members of 
the Management Committee present, 
whether you look like the sort of per- 
son who will do ’the right thing’! 

Finding where the Branch’s hand 
tools are has been a problem for many 
a year - thevre usually never to be 
found on or near the Workshop bench 
but more likely to be ’somewhere on one 
of the layouts’. This: involves a lot of 
searching, as well as back bending to 
get ‘inside’ "Ebford Regis” or the “West- 
N-Trak" layout if the tool/s are seen to 
be there. So, the Management Commit- 
tee has decided to install a shadow 
board Tool Rack at the back of the work 
bench. ALL TOOLS will have to be kept 
on this shadow board unless they are 


actually in use. It goes without saying 
that the tools MUST be returned to the 
shadow board after use! 

Finally, would those doing carpen- 
try work at or close by the work bench, 
PLEASE clean up all wood shavings, 
sawdust and other evidence of their 
activities after they have finished their 
wood-working for the day. The Branch 
has provided a vacuum cleaner for just 
such a purpose, so use it!! 


Situations Vacant 


Perhaps I did not make it entirely 
clear in my “Scribblings” in the last is- 
sue that as a consequence of Tim 
Shenton’s resignation from the Branch 
Management Committee, we have a 
vacancy on the Management Commit- 
tee (it’s really pretty obvious!) and that 
as ’a volunteer is worth ten pressed 
men’, | would be interested to hear from 
any member who would like to spend 
the remaining seven months of Tim’s 
tenure on the Management Committee. 
As most of the onerous ’portfolios’ have 
been filled already, there is no great 
likelihood of having to do much more 
than come to the monthly meetings of 
the Management Committee and to 
take a reasonable share of the burden 
of Duty Officer for the scheduled meet- 
ings of the Branch! Serving on the Man- 
agement Committee for a few months 
will give such a volunteer a good in- 
sight into the ’modus operandi’ of the 
Branch and he/she may well have some 
very useful ideas on how to do things 
better! 

The other vacancies which I have 
are a little more onerous but here goes 
: Are there any members 
‘out there’ who would like to take on 
the jobs of - 

1984 Model Railway Exhibition Co- 
ordinator 
Clubroom Extension Project Manager? 

If so, please see me and discuss the 
matter. 

Simon Mead 
President 


The Railway Modelling 
Competition and 


Modelrail 93 


“Only two entries”, I thought, “and 
neither of them is a red double decker! 
This is not going to be a Railway Mod- 
elling Competition and here I’ve gone 
and ordered six trophies”. But, lo and 
behold, on the very last day for entry 
forms to be received, they came rolling 
in pardon my pun but not all rolling 
stock comes rolling in: for instance, 
When is Rolling Stock not Rolling 
Stock? - when it’s a Structure, as in the 
case of Gavin Stallard’s two Westrail 
containers. 

Anyway, we received sufficient en- 
tries to make it a competition and I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
say a big THANK YOU to my three 
worthy judges (no headband magnifi- 
ers), who each had to assess no less 
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than eighteen models, which they 
would have found a lot easier had they 
been of the TWO LEGGED variety. 

Overall, the Competition was a good 
show, with the standard of modelling 
improving as each year goes by (which 
is a good thing to see - keep it up) and 
with an ever increasing proportion of 
models of the Western Australian pro- 
totype in S Scale. 

The OSSIE GULLY CUP was won 
again by Gavin Stallard with his 
scratchbuilt model in S scale of a 
Westrail QUA Flat Top Wagon. 

The trophy for The Best Model, over 
all categories. of a Western Australian 
prototype was won by Gavin Stallard 
with the same model. 

The trophy for The Best Scratch 
Built Locomotive was won by Don Moir 
with his S scale model of a WAGR ’Q’ 
class 2-8-0 steam locomotive. 

The trophy for The Best Kat Built 
Locomotive, with or without modifica- 
tions, was won by Alan Higgs with his 
modified Broad Gauge Models HO scale 
kit of a Victorian Railways ‘K’ Class 2- 
8-0 steam locomotive. 

The trophy for The Best Scratch 
Built Rolling Stock was won by Gavin 
Stallard for the above mentioned 
Westrail QUA Flat Top Wagon. 

The trophy for The Best Scratch 
Built Structure was won by Gavin 
Stallard (he really did have a ’field 
day’!) for his S scale model of a Westrail 
°COB’ Class Open Top Container. 

A highly commended certificate was 
awarded to Bob Green for his 4mm 
scale freelance model of an English vil- 
lage shop in the late 1930s which was 
entered in the Scratch-built Structures 
section of the Competition. 

ModelRail 93, run on the following 
day, Sunday, 7th November, was a good 
show too, with the trading stands well 
turned out. Isobel Burdett (LINIC 
PROOPS), of course, had about 
1,000,001 things to put on display and 
managed to do it in about half an hour 
(I don’t know how she does it!) and poor 
old Andrew Wells who, witha little help 
from Simon Mead, managed at last to 
get the Branch’s Paasche Air Brush 
working (no thanks to whoever it was 
who had attacked the nozzle with a pair 
of pliers), so that he could do some dem- 
onstrating (Oh, no! Not a double 
decker!! But that’s in GREEN!!!). All 
in all, the other stands were well pre- 
sented, even though some people who 
said they would be there and on the 
day could not make it (I do understand, 
J & R). At this point, I would hke to 
take the opportunity to say a BIG BIG 
THANK YOU to my own good lady for 
staying up until 2.30am on the Sun- 
day morning and making 100 rounds 
of assorted sandwiches and then get- 
ting up at 5.30am and putting together 
and icing 48 pieces of cake (not, I might 
add, a PIECE OF CAKE! get it?). 1 
would also like to say a BIG THANK 
YOU to MARJ and GUS DURHAM for 
putting in all day on the Sunday sell- 
ing and serving the troops - well done, 


all of you. 

Once again, | would lke to thank 
all of you who participated in the Rail- 
way Modelling Competition and in 
ModelRail 93 and turned things into a 
successful show. Now is the time to 
start thinking about what to put into 
the Railway Modelling Competition for 
next year. Jim Hidden Co-ordinator for 
ModelRail 93 and for the 1993 Rail- 
way Modelling Competition 


Membership Matters 

Another twelve persons (from seven 
households) living in Western Australia 
have joined the Association and they 
are, therefore, automatically also mem- 
bers of the Western Australian Branch. 
They are:- 
Ian, Maureen, Natasha and Aaron 


CROOK Bull Creek ’OO’ 
Leshe, Adam and Blake HAUBER 

Heathridge “HO’ 
Daniel McALOON Morley ‘OO’ 
John MILLS Bayswater “OO” 
Percy POSTLE Baldivis -OO’ 
Jonathan SHEARER 

Joondanna “OO 


Graham WILLIAMS 
West Leederville © ’OO’ 

We welcome them alli ’aboard’ and 
hope that their membership of the As- 
sociation and of the Western Austrai- 
ian Branch, in particular, will be both 
enjoyable and fruitful. 

Membership of the Branch currently 
stands at 319, which is just seven more 
than at the same time in 1992. 

Alan Porter 
Branch Registrar 


Fly on the Wall 


at Management Committee 


Meetings 

For the information of newcomers 
to the Western Australian Branch, this 
section is a chance to be a ’fly on the 
wall’ at the monthly meetings of the 
Branch’s Management Committee, al- 
though it does not represent the offi- 
cial Minutes of the meetings of the 
Management Committee. The Minutes, 
once they have been agreed as an ac- 
curate record of the meeting, are 
pinned on the Notice Board in the 
Clubrooms. 


OCTOBER (Meeting No.134) 


Discussion on the accreditation pro- 
cedure for use of Branch equipment 
with serious concern noted for safety 
of members and damage to the gear. 
Concern over lack of space available for 
the Student Modellers’ layout construc- 
tion. Shifting of shelves closer to bench 
has allowed for a table area for rolling 
stock for "Haltwhistle’. Planning for 
ModelRail 93. Continuing concern over 
rough operation by members of ’West- 
N-Trak’ layout. Noted that leaking tap 
had been fixed, bike racks installed, 
tenon saws straightened and sharp- 
ened, video of W.A.G.R. in the 60s had 
been purchased. Discussion on continu- 


ing correspondence regarding the 1993 
Exhibition. Discussion on condition of 
bound volumes of "Railway Modeller” 
and agreement to purchase new, larger 
binders. Apparent loss of one videotape 
from Library noted and procedure for 
improved security considered. Discus- 
sion on a proposed survey of members 
about the new Branch layout. West’N- 
Trak’ standards being produced and 
proposal for use at 1994 Exhibition 
noted. Donation of a 7mm/ft scale loco- 
motive (another 4F!) to the Branch by 
Federal Registrar, Norm Read, ac- 
cepted with gratitude. 


NOVEMBER (Meeting No.135) 


Continuing concern over damage to 
Branch equipment and concerns re 
safety - agreed to institute immediately 
a system whereby major items are held 
in store and released by the Duty Of- 
ficer only upon signature of a member 
acknowledging responsibility. 
Shadowboard for Branch’s hand tools 
to be set up above work bench. Agreed 
to shift donated (heavy) magazine rack 
out of Layouts Room and to shift ’West- 
N Trak’ up to the south wall, so giving 


‘space at north end for layout of the Stu- 


dent Modellers. Complete plans for 
building extension reported as ‘in 
progress’, hopefully to be,available for 
Building Permit application to be sub- 
mitted by February. A list of non-re- 
newing members presented and agree- 
ment to write to all with December is- 
sue of "THE BRANCHLINE”. Noted 
that, notwithstanding number of non- 
renewals, Branch membership, at 
300+, is similar to November 1992 po- 
sition. Discussion on co-opting at least 
one extra Committee person. Agree- 
ment to renew subscription to "Model 
Railroader” for 3 years at US$120. New 
lain Rice book on “Detailing & Improv- 
ing R-T-R Wagons" and agreement to 
purchase the No.2 of the series ("Get- 
ting the Best from Plastic Wagon Kits’). 
Discussion of continuing the corre- 
spondence over the ’post mortem’ com- 
ments on the 1993 Exhibition. High 
throughput at "Moojebing Market’ 
noted in November. Agreement to add 
more General Club Activities’ meetings 
in Branch programme - at least 50% of 
‘regular’ meetings and mostly on Sat- 
urdays. Arrangements for Christmas 
Barbecue and Wind-up completed. 
Agreement to purchase an additional 
folding trestle table at sale price. Do- 
nation of 1994 “Model Railroader’ cal- 
endar by lan Wood gratefully received. 
Thanks to Jim Hidden for managing 
ModelRail ’93 and donation of Romford 
wheels for trophies, also to Mrs. Hid- 
den and Mrs. Durham for assistance 
with the catering. Reports on plans and 
budgeted expenditure for “Ebford 
Regis’, "West-N-Trak" and the Student 

Modellers’ Layout (this needs a name 
soon!). ’N’ scale group investigating 
new throttles with pulse only at start. 
Apparent loss of Branch locomotives — 
and a member’s wagons at ModelRail 


°93. Agreed to hold Branch stock 1s store 
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with a running set for each layout avail- 
able from the Duty Officer after sign- 
ing for responsibility. Agreement to 
purchase "Guide to Australian Tourist 
Railways and Museums 1994". New 
U.K. magazine, “Modelling Railways 
Illustrated" ,to be considered for sub- 
scription. 


From the Reading Room 


Additions to the Library continue 
with a number of donations. These in- 
clude several books on trams donated 
by Jim Preston (of P&J Models) which 
boost the Branch’s collection signifi- 
cantly and several November 1993 U.K. 
magazines from Peter Sapte (brought 
out with him for infhight and bedtime 
reading). The tram books are now on 
the shelves, as are a number of older 
books, and the magazines are in the 
Current Issue’ racks. 

Two new videos have been added - 
we have purchased Volume Two of the 
Australian Railway Archive Series 
“Western Australia - the 1960s" and 
Ted Thoday has donated a videotape on 
sugar trains in Hawaii. Our thanks to 
Ted, to Jim and to Peter. 

The numerous additions to our Li- 
brary have now made the issued Cata- 
logue (with "THE BRANCHLINE’” Oc- 
tober 1991 ) and its Supplement (with 
"THE BRANCHLINE” December 1992) 
well and truly out of date and it 1s ex- 
pected that a complete new Library 
Catalogue will be issued with the Feb- 
ruary 1994 issue of "THE BRANCH- 
LINE". In preparing this, it will be very 
useful to bring the Catalogue onto com- 
puter files, making updates much 
easier in the future (and perhaps even 
bringing one into the Library - steam 
powered, of course!). In doing all this, 
does anyone have access to an optical 
character scanner which can scan the 
existing pages into a computer file? If 
you can help. please ring me on 332 
5651 (H). 

Finally, the bad news! Like other 
Branch activities, the Library has suf- 
fered some losses. At least one 
videotape and several books are not on 
the shelves, do not appear to be ’out on 
loan’ and are thus untraceable. The 
Library is a considerable asset to mem- 
bers and the Branch Management 
Committee will be monitoring stock 
over the next few months. We hope to 
be able to continue to operate the lend- 
ing service for many years but this will 
clearly depend on the track record of 
the members of the Branch. In the 
meantime, please return your borrowed 
items as soon as you have finished with 
and please check your 
shelves for any forgotten items. 

Garry Arcus 


Library Co-ordinator 


Around the Layouts 


Let me start this rather depressing 
report with some good news. I would 
like to thank all those members who 
took the time to come along to 
ModelRail ’93 and to man the Branch’s 


layouts. All layouts were running 
(sometimes not too well, but running!) 
and the members were enjoying them- 
selves, whilst answering questions, dis- 
cussing model railways and entertain- 
ing the general public. 

On a more serious note, it was 
found, during ModelRail ’93, that cer- 
tain items of the Branch’s rolling stock 
appear to be missing. If any member 
happens to have acquired accidentally 
a couple of additional items in their 
rolling stock collection, 1t would be ap- 
preciated if they are returned. | have 


asked for an inventory listing of all. 


Branch rolling stock and will in future 


be carrying out regular stock checks. ' 


If it found that items are still going 


astray, then the Management Commit- 


tee will have to resort to removing all 
stock from the layouts and only bring- 
ing them out under strict supervision. 
Let us hope that course of action does 
not have to be implemented. 

Now for what is happening with the 
Branch layouts......... 


"HALTWHISTIE" ('00’ scale layout) 


The layout is running O.K. but a few 
problems are starting to creep in. | saw 
Ken Hatcher was busy with the solder- 
ing iron doing some running repairs 
during ModelRail 93. There is a Fault 
Notification Sheet in the operating area 
- please indicate any faults that you 
may find so that we. can organise to 
correct them all when we carry out 
some planned maintenance on the lay- 
out. 


"EBFORD REGIS" (’0’ scale layout) . 


Congratulations to Dennis Ling, 
Roger Solly and Richard Smart on their 
very informative talks on Saturday, 


23rd October. | was very interested to ° 


hear how Dennis developed a very plau- 
sible (but fictitious) prototype and de- 
signed the model to fit in with that lo- 
cation. The ideas were well thought out 
and are well worth adopting by all 
modellers. Dennis and the boys con- 
tinue their quest to hunt down and 
eliminate those elusive gremlins in the 
layout. 


STUDENT MODELLERS 
Progress is being made with this 
layout, with modules coming together 
and, hopefully, track laying commenc- 
ing soon. However, Matthew Turner 1s 
running a fairly lone hand at the mo- 
ment. He needs help from the other 
Student and ’young’ Family Members 
if this layout is going to be up to a stage 
where it can be displayed at the 1994 
Model Railway Exhibition, so come 
along lads. let’s give Matthew a hand, 


then you can share in the enjoyment of’ 


running ‘your own’ layout for the gen- 
eral public at the Exhibition. 


"WEST-N-TRAK" (’N’ scale layout) 


It may be the smallest scale Branch 
layout but it appears to be creating the 
biggest problems! Following on from 
"Simon’s Scribblings” in the October 


issue of "THE BRANCHLINE'", a 
number of incidents have come to light. 

On Saturday 23rd October, it was 
reported that one of the tracks wasn’t 
working and this was found to be a 
loose wire on the transformer. However, 
the problem was noted the previous 
week and one of our intrepid Student 
(or young Family) Members was seen 
with screwdriver in hand dismantling 
a throttle. Please, do not dismantle any 
equipment. If something doesn’t work, 
report this to the Duty Officer and let 
him fix it or take the responsibility of 
finding someone knowledgeable to fix 
it. 

Another incident was the discovery 
of body damage to one of our new loco- 
motives. Someone has either dropped 
the model or tried to dismantle it and 
cracked the body. Please treat the 
Branch’s property with respect and re- 
port any problems. The unfortunate 
aspect of this particular incident was 
that it was not reported and the crack 
was discovered purely by chance. If it 
had not been spotted, the damage could 
have been far worse. 

It has been brought to my attention- 
that members are being a rather heavy 
handed with the throttles. The layout 
is NOT a race track. High speeds cause 
derailments, which damage rolling 
stock and scenery. If you are seen run- 
ning trains at high speed, you will be 
asked to slow them down. Failure to 
keep the speed down will result in you 
being banned from the layout. “West- 
N-Trak’ standards stipulate a maxi- 
mum scale speed of 95 km/hour for 
freight trains and 120 km/hour for pas- 
senger trains. To estimate the scale 
speed, measure the time taken for the 
train to travel the length of an 1800mm 
standard module. It should take 11 sec- 
onds at a scale speed on 95 km/hour 
and 9 seconds for 118 km/hour. 

Finally, it has been noticed that 
members are leaning over the 
backscene boards to start stalled loco- 
motives or to retrieve derailed or un- 
coupled rolling stock and, in the proc- 
ess, are damaging the scenery. DO NOT 
LEAN OVER THE BACKSCENE 
BOARDS - go round to the front of the 
layout to fix it. 

Barry Bryant 


Layouts Co-ordinator 


Programme Notes 


All meetings are held in the 
Branch’s Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing 
Street, Bayswater, right opposite Pad- 
dington Street. Moojebing Street runs 
off Guildford Road towards the Swan — 
River about 50 metres east of the traf- 
fic signals which are opposite to the 
Cresco fertiliser works. 

The times of the meetings are as 
follows, unless otherwise noted:- 

Mondays and Wednesdays: 8.00pm 
Fridays: 7.30pm Saturdays: 1.30pm 

The Committeeman who is the Duty 
Officer for the meeting will open the 
Clubrooms at least 15 minutes earlier 
than the times specified above. 


Programme 
January 
Saturday 22nd General Club Activities Note 4 
Wednesday 26th General Club Activities Note 4 
Saturday 29th General Club Activities Note 4 
Monday 31st General Club Activities Note 4 
February 
Finday 4th ’N’ scale Special Interest Group’s February “Topic Night 


Saturday 5th 
Monday 7th 
Wednesday 9th 


Saturday 12th 
Monday 14th 
Wednesday 16th 
Frnday 18th 
Saturday 19th 
Monday 21st 
Wednesday 23rd 


General Club Activities 
“BUILDINGS FOR’EBFORD REGIS ” 
LMS Modellers of WA Special Interest Group Meeting 


Special Project Afternoon 

5n3% Special interest Group Meeting 
“COMPENSATION’ -Do you need it? 

"N’ Seale Special Interest Group Meeting 
General Club Activities 

General Club Activities 

$n3% Special Interest Group Assembly aud Workshop Ses- 


Note 8 
Note 4 
Note 13 


Note 7 
Note 14 
Note LO 
Note 15 
Note 2 
Note 4 
Note 4 


sion Note 5 

Friday 25th Southern Railway Modellers Special interest Group Meeting 
Note 16 

Saturday 26th General Club Activities Note 4 


Visitors are always welcome at any 
of the meetings and they should intro- 
duce themselves to the Duty 
Committeeman (ask someone who he 
is) and he will really make you feel ’at 
home’ by showing you around the 
Clubrooms (which we believe are 
among the best of any model railway 
club in Australia) and by introducing 
you to some of the members present. 

The fees payable by members at 
meetings cover some of the general op- 
erating expenses of the Branch’s 
Clubrooms and entitle members to hot 
refreshment (tea, coffee or Milo) plus 
a biscuit (or, if theyre good, two!). No 
fees are payable by visitors, unless they 
keep coming week after week after 
week (as some do!) without joining 
up! 

Note 2 

These normal meetings of the ’N’ 
Scale Special Interest Group are de- 
signed to allow active modellers in ’N’ 
scale to enjoy some running on the 
Branch’s "West-N-Trak” 9mm gauge 
layout, as well as putting finishing 
touches to it and planning the construc- 
tion of more modules and corner pieces 
to enhance the size and the interest of 
this layout. . 

Note 4 

At General Club Activities meet- 
ings, you may use the Clubrooms more 
or less as you wish - you may run your 
own trains (or use some of the Branch’s 
equipment) on the 16.5mm gauge 
"Haltwhistle" layout, you can do simi- 
larly on the 9mm gauge 'West-N-Trak™ 
layout, you can assist with the debug- 
ging and further development of the ’O’ 
scale “Ebford Regis” layout, you can 
help Matthew Turner and the other 
Student Modellers on their new layout, 
you can browse through the mountains 
of information that we have in the Li- 
brary, you can put a videotape in the 
VCR (and sit back and watch the 
’show’), you can use the Branch’s "Work 
Station” for that little job that you 


haven't been able to do at home (ex- 
cept that you are required to have ap- 
propriate accreditation for the air- 
brushing and the lathe facilities)-or, if 
all these activities seem a bit too ardu- 
ous, you can chat away to like minded 
model railway enthusiasts. 

Note 5 

Slightly different gathering of the 
Sn3% modellers - on these occasions, 
there will be a short formal session 
when there may be a showing of‘suit- 
able slides on WAGR topics to illustrate 
some point relevant to Sn3% modelling 
or a showing of newly available model- 
ling materials and items suitable for 
Sn3% modelling of the WAGR 3’6° 
gauge system. 

Following the short formal session, 
the normal ’workshop’ session of an 
Sn3% Special Interest Group meeting 
(see Note 10) will prevail. 

Note 7 

~ The LMS Modellers of W.A. hope to 
inspire the known modellers of the Lon- 
don, Midland & Scottish Railway, its 
predecessors and its successor, 
BR(LM), to greater heights by these 
monthly meetings where there will be 
a short talk on an LMS topic of model- 


jing interest, followed by an exchange 


of information on LMS products avail- 
ability, LMS modelling hints and tips, 
mutual admiration of each other’s LMS 
modelling efforts and general chit-chat, 
but only on LMS matters! Modellers of 
the lesser railways are always welcome 
to come along and find out why ’red’ is 
beautiful!! 

The programmed topic for February 
1S :- 

9th February LMS Road Vehi- 
cles, including dual use (road/rail) 
types 
Note 8 

Copied by the LMS Modellers, these 
are THE ORIGINAL TOPIC NIGHTS! 
Although aimed at the ’N’ scale model- 
ler, refugees from other scales are wel- 
come to come along and hear about 
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various aspects of modelling in ’N’ 
scale. 

The programmed topic for February 
is :- 

4th February Scenery Clinic by 
jan Wood. Practical, hands-on demon- 
stration, creating scenery on the newly 
constructed, corner modules. 

Note 10 

At these ‘workshop’ sessions, you 
can try your hand at building a model | 
of a WAGR 3’6" gauge vehicle in ’S’ seale 
(1:64) - you can start, under the guid- 
ance of mentors, on a fairly simple 
project, such as a 4dJwheel GC open 
wagon and graduate, when you feel 
confident, into more complex goods 
wagons, passenger rolling stock and 
steam & diesel locomotives. You can get 
most of your modelling requirements 
for such activities, either from "Pad- 
dington Market’ (styrene sheet, MEK, 
soldering flux, etc.) or from the 
Railwest Models salesperson present 
(North Yard wheels, compensation 
units, brass rod, O.9mm thick sheet 
lead, etc.). 

There will be modellers at all stages 
of skill and with their models at all 
stages of completion, so you will not be 
‘out of place’ whatever your skill level. 
Note 13 

Paddy Alcock will say a few words 
about how he has built some of the 
imm/ft scale buildings that grace the 
“Ebford Regis” layout. 

Note 14 

It’s that time again - time to collate, 
staple, check, fold, envelope and Post- 
code sort the February issue of “THE 
BRANCHLINE”. The assistance of 
members in doing all these things on 
“Special Project Afternoons’ is greatly 
appreciated and many hands make 
light work of it. In addition, those mem- 
bers who help out will get their copy of 
that issue “hot off the press’. 

Note 15 

Not an expose on the controversial 
State Government changes to the work 
injury and motor vehicle accident 
compensation laws but a revelation by 
Graham Watson of a number of differ- 
ent methods of compensating’ 4-wheel 
wagons to improve their track-holding 
capability. 

Keiron Wright will also be in attend- 
ance to show some WAGER kits that he 
has built in ’S’ scale and he will pass 
on the joys or otherwise of putting these 
kits together. 

Note 16 

Anyone interested in the modelling 
of the Southern Railway, its precursors 
‘such as the London & South Western 
Railway, the London, Brighton & South 
Coast Railway, the South Eastern & 
Chatham Railway and others) and its 
successor, British Railways (Southern 
Region), are invited to come along and 
meet ’kindred spirits’. 

The Southern Railway Modellers 
have started the construction of a lay- 


_ out based on Alton, Hampshire, so you 


may be able to show your practical 
skills as well. 
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More on Brunswick Green 


To the Editor of "THE BRANCHLINE" 

Dear Alan, 

It was with interest that [read your 
informative article on the colour 
BRUNSWICK GREEN and I believe 
that your comments on the colour of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad’s two pro- 
totype Tl 4-4-4-4s deserve further dis- 
cussion. 

Both the Spring and Winter 1991 
issues of "THE KEYSTONE’ (the offi- 
cial publication of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Technical and Historical So- 
ciety) contain colour photographs of T] 
No.6110 taken in 1942 during break- 
in trials. Even allowing for the vagar- 
ies of film type and exposure, the col- 
our of the locomotive in these photo- 
graphs in no way resembles the ’apple 
green’ colour used in the ‘centre-fold’ 
of "LOCOMOTIVES IN PROFILE’ 
No.24. The colour of the locomotive in 
these photographs is almost black, 
Brunswick Green as described and ref- 
erenced in my earlier letter. 

So, why the discrepancy? One can 
blithely accuse Profile Publications, the 
English publishers of "LOCOMOTIVES 
IN PROFILE" ,of ethnocenticity, but 
their stated philosophy is :- 

“to be objective in style; clinical in 
presentation; accurate in detail - in 
text, black & white illustration and the 
superb colour drawings or illustrations 
in every PROFILE.” 

A possible explanation for the Pro- 
file Publications’ rendition of Pennsy 
Brunswick Green can be found in Alvin 
F. Staufer’s book, "Pennsy Power’, 
where he writes :- 

"Tls became grimy and covered with 
grey dust, leading to misunderstand- 
ings about their true colour, which was 
regulation Brunswick Green locomotive 
enamel.” 

I agree with you when you write that 
“life’s not all that simple’, but when it 
comes to Pennsy’s Brunswick Green, it 
simply was a dark, almost black, 
Brunswick Green. Profile Publications 
are not the only ones to get it wrong. 
Renowned manufacturers, ARNOLD 
RAPIDO and ROCO both produce vari- 
ous ’N’ scale diesel locomotives deco- 
rated for the Pennsylvania Railroad in 
colours far too light in tone to portray 
accurately the standard Pennsy loco- 
motive enamel. It would appear that 
"LOCOMOTIVES IN PROFILE” No.24 
is in esteemed company, even if in er- 
ror. | 

John Miller 
Reaction from Alan Porter 

"I think there is, now, no doubt 
whatsoever that the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road’s "Brunswick Green’ was very 
dark and almost black - something that 
the British Railways “Brunswick 
Green” (and the Great Western Rail- 
way’s "Mid Chrome Green", which was 
the same thing) was not!" 


The State of Play’ on ACCU-fiex 


and ’On Seeing Red’ 

Further work’ on attempting to find 
the formula for making a suitable Brit- 
ish Railways Brunswick Green’ using 
the various greens from the ACCU-flex 
range of flexible acrylic paints (see the 
last Journal) has been held up due to 
delays in the promised replacement by 
Zimblers of the ACCU-flex colours 
which were known to have ’a problem’. 


Unfortunately, the two green shades 


which I was using in blend to get some- 


thing akin to BR “Brunswick Green’ 


were among those which were recalled, 


P&J Models advised iate in Novem- _ 


ber that Zimblers expected to have the 
replacement paints with the retailers 
"by the end of the month’. 

Some have asked ‘why go to all this 
trouble, when you can use already for- 
mulated paints like Humbrol or Preci- 
sion Paints or even Floquil (which com- 


pany had some British railway colours . 
in its range). Well, the quick answer | 


is that Precision Paints have been dis- 
continued, while Humbroi and Floquil 
have deleted the British railways coi- 


ours from their ranges. lt was a great 


pity to lose the entire Precision Paints 
range of over 200 colours, encompass- 
ing BR, LMSR, LNER, GWR, SR and 
some 20 pre-Grouping companies. Per- 
haps the Railmatch range of paints and 
the newly introduced Replica Models 
paints will do something to replace the 
range that Precision Paints used to 
cover. 

The other reason why i am persist- 
ing is that I have been very impressed 


with the coverage afforded by ACCU- : 
flex paints with a very thin paint film, ' 
so minimising loss of detail under the | 


final paint job, whether it is being ap- 


phed to a seratch-built or a kit-built , 


model or a repaint of a proprietary of- 
fering. 

Pll keep you posted when ’research’ 
resumes! 

On another matter, the Managing 
Editor of "JOURNAL No.217 suggests 
on page 175 (where ne reprinted the 
article from page |4 of the October is- 
sue of "THE BRANCHLINE’) that I 
might help him with practical advice 
on the colour of NSWGR Tuscan or In- 
dian Red, a subject which appeared in 
the ’Letters’ column of nine consecu- 
tive issues of "Australian Model Rail- 
way Magazine’ from April 1992 to Au- 
gust 1993. He seems to regard me as 
‘learned’ in the matter of paints. How 
wrong he is!! 

I am going to be a bit like a politi- 
cian on this one....... “Peat 


not ’well read’ on NSWGR liveries and 
I’m loathe to go where angels fear to 


tread: the ’angels’ being the likes of rail- . 


way historian David Cooke, Barry 
Wood (Technical Manager of Pascol 


Paints), noted WAGR carriage expert ' 
.Andrew May and acknowledged ex- 


perts on modelling the NSWGR, Bob 


it ‘oO. 
the Notice Paper’, because | am really | 


Gallagher and Ian Dunn, both of 
“A.M.R.M." as well as eleven other, no 
doubt equally learned’ correspondents. 
A scan of the letters reveals that 
there is much confusion in the ques- 
tion of red paints due to the use of’com- 
mon names’ rather than reference to 
British Standard 381 or Austrahan 
Standard 2700, as well as a few ’pearls’ 
regarding LMS Crimson Lake and BR 
Maroon and Crimson! 
Alan Porter 
(My comment was directed at the 
learned gentiemen who tel/ us that the 
correct colour was British Standard 381 
or XYZ/786 or similar. This does not 
help the poor mug like me who wouid 
simply like practical advice such as 
"mix two parts of Floquil Tuscan with 
one part of Flogui! Depot Buff to 
achieve such and such a colour for the 
era 1948-1965" or similar. Yes, | read 
all those /etters and | am more 
confused than ever! Of course, another 
nigger in the woodpile’ (i wonder if that 
saying is politically correct these days ?) 
is the effect of distance when viewing 
the prototype which means that the 
modeller should paint his/her models 
just a little lighter in shade to 
compensate. Oh well, life wasn't meant 
to be easy! ....Managing Editor) 


News from the Sheet Factory 


(Be Careful How You say That!) 

I do lke to see my model goods 
trains carrying goods and not just run- 
ning round all the time with empty 
wagons. | have, hike many a modeller, 
made removable bulk loads such as 
coal, gravel and sand and I have even 
made a few removable ’general mer- 
chandise’ loads such as barrels, oil 
drums, acid carboys, cotton bales, etc.. 
However, | still have a lot of empty gen- 
eral merchandise wagons (generally 
with five or less plank sides) running 
around on my layout. 

Perusal of photographs of goods 
trains in Britain in the steam era 
showed that, apart from wagons loaded 
with ‘minerals’ (coal, gravel, sand, etc.), 
there were guite a lot of wagons (and a 
few vans) in the average goods train 
which were covered with SHEETS. 
Therefore, my mind turned to the pro- 
duction of wagon sheets. 

Oh! You don’t know what a ’wagon 
sheet’ is? Well, it’s the railway term for 
what most people call a ‘tarpaulin’. 

In the ’old days’, these sheets were 
made of canvas, usually of a dark grey 
colour and quite matt, whereas mod- 
ern sheets are usually made from heavy 
duty plastic, welded together, and are 
quite shiny’. I had once bought a cou- 
ple of packs of Smiths BR and LMS 
sheets but found that these were 
merely made from a moderately thick, 
black paper and that most of the sheet 
numbers were repeated in the differ- 
ent packs. Also, there was the problem 
of attaching these sheets to the wagon 
with suitable imitations of the tie ropes. 


Acouple of months ago, Ted Thoday 
drew my attention to an article in 
"Model Railway Journal" No.65 (now 
in the Branch Library) where Martyn 
Welch, renowned modeller in 7mm/ft 
scale, used ordinary masking tape to 
make sheets in that scale. I read the 
article and decided to give the tech- 
nique a try in 4mm/ft scale. After a bit 
of delving into various books and an 
article in "Model Railway Constructor’ 
and measuring up the Smiths sheets, I 
discovered they were 21’ x 14’4’, Le. 
84mm x 57mm in 4mm/ft scale. 

I had to use two pieces of masking 
tape to get the 57mm dimension as | 
have not so far found a tape that wide. 
I painted the tape with several coats of 
ACCU-flex ’Grimy Black’ as | wanted 
a very flexible paint covering so that 
there should be no break-away of the 
paint with continued flexing of the 
sheet when being put on and taken off 
wagons. The wax (or whatever it 1s) on 
the masking tape tended to make the 
ACCU-flex dry with a gloss finish and 
I had to use a finishing coat of Polly-S 
to get the desired matt effect. So far, 
no problems with the paint ‘coming 
away . 

One of the good features of using 
masking tape to make sheets is that 
you don’t have to worry about attach- 
ing any tie ropes to the sheet, nor do 
you have to worry about tying the ropes 
to your wagon! The self tackiness of the 
masking tape does it all for you - the 
folds at the ends of the wagon also hold 
together without any outside help! 
However, removing the sheets, al- 
though not impossible, is not easy and 
after a few removals and straighten- 
ing-outs, the sheets start to look more 
than a little ’tatty’ - just hike the proto- 
type! Also, the longer term effects of 
the masking tape on the plastic or the 
paint finish of the sides of the wagons 
have yet to be determined. 

Discussion of these ’disadvantages’ 
with Simon Mead led to the suggestion 


(while the Boss was watching “Coun- 
try Practice”) and enough foil was ob- 
tained to make a few sheets. It’s not 
the easiest stuff to cut with a craft knife 
or scalpel - they've got to be VERY 
SHARP. Anyway, to the ’Paint Shop’ 
where several coats of ACCU-flex were 
applied in order to remove any chance 
of bright metal shows’, hardly the thing 
wanted on a wagon sheet!! Again, some 
problems with the ACCU-flex drying 
glossy, perhaps due to some surface 
active matter on the foil - cleaning be- 
fore painting would have helped! 

Extended trial of the ’foil’ sheets has 
shown that they hold their shape over 
the wagon and around the ends as well 
as the ‘masking tape’ sheets and are 
easier to straighten out after use: 

The next challenge is to apply the 
various markings to the ’foil’ sheets, 
markings such as the ownership, the 
sheet number and the dates of manu- 
facture and for next inspection/repair 
of the sheet. In 4mm /ft scale, these are 
4mm, 3mm and 1.3mm high respec- 
tively! Martyn Welch had success with 
lettering his 7mm/ft scale sheets using 
Slaters molded alphabets and numer- 
als, mounted on'small wire handles, as 
‘branding irons” to apply white: paint 
to the sheet. The nearest Slaters, sets 
that will suit my scale are the No.0 
(142mm high), the No.l (3mm high) and 
the No.2 (5mm high), so when théy let 
me out of the ‘loony bin’, Pll let: you 
know how I go! : | 

Meanwhile, ag enjoying the sight 
of my goods trains with a goodly pro- 
portion of (unlettered) sheeted wagons. 

Alan Porter 


Book Review 


"Detailing and Improving Read 


to Run Wagons" 7 
by lain Rice 
Irwell Press 296mm x 210mm 
pp96 


ISBN 1871608422 £7.95 
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published by Irwell Press. It is avail- 
able in Australia, from Train World of 
624 Hawthorn Road, Brighton, Victo- 
ria, 3187 at A$23.95. | 

It is really an excellent little book 
from the pen of Iain Rice who has writ- 
ten seven books in a similar style for 
Wild Swan Publications. Naturally, he 
is distressed, as are most of us, with 
the quality of the underframes and run- 
ning gear of ready to run wagons and 
he devotes 20 pages to this and to cou- 
plings & buffers. He’s fairly happy with 
most bodies and only devotes 10 pages 
to ’facelifts’! 

Thoroughly recommended, but if 
you don’t want to buy one, we have it 
in the Branch’s Library. 


The Model Railway Magazine 


Scene 


In the February 1992 issue of “THE 
BRANCHLINE", I took a look at the 
‘Magazine Scene" and expressed some 
amazement that the number of British 
model railway magazines had been di- 
minishing, while the number of Brit- 
ish prototype magazines was increas- 
ing. : 

Well, the model railway magazine 
scene seems to be improving, for in the 
past year three new ones have ap- 
peared. These are:- 

“British Railway Modelling” 
(monthly) - printed colourfully on high 
quality paper and available in Perth 
news agencies. Issue No.7 is in stock 
now. 

"Modelling Railways: Illustrated" 
(bi-monthly) - monochrome printed on 
high grade paper by Irwell Press. Ap- 
parently to carried by Train World of 
Melbourne. Up to No.2 at present. 

"Model Railway Enthusiast’ - not a 
lot known about this one which men- 
tioned in a recent’S’ Scale Society pub- 
lication. | 

Will we have any time left to do any 
modelling? 
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From the Blastpipe 


Its a new year and Christmas is all 
over. Hopefully Santa brought what 


everybody wanted. [’'m disappointed 
because he didn’t bring me what I need 
and that’s time. It’s a pity you can't go 


and buy some from the supermarket 
because I reckon it would be a good 


seller. 
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The annual Christmas get together 
was Well attended again this year. It 
was held in the Clubrooms as it would 
be the last one to be held at South Bris- 
bane. Hopefully the gathering next year 
will celebrate being in our new 
clubrooms maybe even with our own 
BBQ. (Don’t get rid of yours just yet 
Stan) 

John Lees was presented with the 
Meritorious Award for his services to 
the Branch over the past few years. 
John has been a faithful worker on the 
new club layout since construction be- 
gan and has always been a regular 
attender at the Saturday meetings. At 
the various exhibitions both in Queens- 
land and interstate he has promoted 
Queensland Modelling and has flown 
the AMRA flag on Numerous occasions. 
Avery well deserved award, Congratu- 
lations John. 

At the Following Thursday night 
meeting Jim Hoskins was presented 
with the ’Clubman of the year’ award. 
This was in honour of Jim’s efforts to 
get the "Gentleman’s (not geriatrics) 
Day going again. Although they all 
have a good time at these meetings, 
there is still plenty of space for more 
attenders, so if anyone wants to go just 
see Jim. He used to run these meet- 
ings at the old Clubrooms but in the 
move to the other end of the Station 
they were not continued until the new 
layout was running. I think its not just 
the running of trains that makes these 
meetings fun but all the stories that 
start flying around the room (especially 
when Big Al gets the floor). 

Everything is still going well with 
the new clubrooms. Hopefully construc- 
tion should just be ready to start by 
the time you read this. With the last 
run on the club layout set for the fifth 
Saturday in January 1994,all hands 
will be required to prepare it for trans- 
port. Also, all the equipment under the 
layout will need to be packed in boxes 
as will all of the Library and Workshop 
equipment. So we will be very busy 
until we are finally settled into the new 
premises. 

After the last layout run, these will 
be no scheduled entertainment until 
after we have moved. So come into 
South Brisbane or contact your local 
Committee~ Person to find out what’s 
happening. It may be an unsettled few 
months during February till April un- 
til its all over, so bear in there together 
to get it over with as quickly and as 
smoothly as possible. 

Happy Modelling 
Tony Weber 


A.G.M Report. 


Our Annual General Meeting was 
held on Thursday the 28th of October 
1993 commencing at 7.45pm. Thirty 
two members and one visitor was 
present. Our president Tony Weber 
chaired the early part of the meeting. 
After the President and Treasurer 


made their reports all positions were 
declared vacant. Warring Geddes and 
Debbie Malone were appointed scruti- 
neers. The following members were 
elected to the positions on the Commit- 
tee of Management. 

President.. Tony Weber 

Vice President.. Jim Bilby 

Secretary.. Bob Mawson 

Treasurer.. Arthur Hayes 

Committee persons... Don Warn, 
Stan Moore and Bruce Hoppitt 

Branch Reporter... Steve Malone 

Librarians (2).. Steve Malone and 
lan Moore | , 

Sales Cupboard Supervisor.. Robert 
Farlow : 

A vote of thanks was passed onto 
Debbie Malone and dim Christie who/ 
stood. down at this meeting. Jim has 
decided to concentrate on the Exhibi-, 
tion Secretary's job while Debbie has 
decided it’s time to put her feet up for: 
a while. A welcome was extended to 
Bruce Hoppitt, this is Bruce’s second . 
time on the committee and we look for- 
ward to his input into Branch affairs. 

The A.G.M. was declared closed at 
3.30pm. : | 

Bob Mawson 


Monthly Meetings and 


Gatherings 

The 1993 AGM as reported by Bob 
Mawson was well attended and every- 
thing processed smoothly. After the 
business, Stan Moore presented the 
‘Jim Bilby’ shde quiz (Jim still in the 
old country at that time) which proved 
as interesting as ever. Tony Weber also 
screened some slides from his U.S. trip, 

The November Monthly Gathering : 
was also well attended, this being our 
Annual Modelling Competition. Unfor- 
tunately there were not enough entries © 
to run a competition, so the modellers — 
who did bring models were asked to. 
give a short talk on their model and , 
construction methods. We will try to 
have a re-run of the 1993 competition 
at the January 1994 gathering. Also at 
the meeting Chris Malone screened a ' 
@.R. video on the DD17 restoration. , 
Also mentioning the Q.R. steam crews | 
training program, including the all sta- 
tions steam hauled suburban services 
during the Christmas School Holidays. 
Jack McKenna also gave a talk on his | 
recent travels to Victoria and South 
Australia, highhghting the items of 
railway interest. | 


Clubroom Activities 


Jim Hoskins daytime Tuesday meet- 
ings continue to be popular, with good 
attendances. Contact,Jim for details. 

Part of the winding up processes | 
with the South Brisbane Clubrooms : 
has been the invitations to other clubs 
to visit our running days before the lay- , 
out is pulled down. Recently the Brit- : 
ish modellers visited us and brought 
their English rollingstock. It was quite ' 
a change to see the layout full of Brit- , 


ev 


ish trains, something we don’t see much 
of. Other groups visiting us have been 
the Union Pacifie Club, Darling Downs 
Club and ANGRMS. 


Layout Report 


A new style of control panel was in- 
stalled recently as a trial. This new 
panel follows the track layout more 
correctly in comparison to the last one 
which was more prototypical. Some 
find this new panel style easier, some 
find it harder. Maybe there is another 
option, which will suit most people. We 
need to have the control panel easy 
enough not to scare operators away and 
therefore have a shortage of operators, 
yet have it interesting enough so it is 
not a boring job. | think this a achiev- 
able goal. 

Presently the layout operates on one 
bar switch, this giving ten track sec- 
tions available to up to ten controllers, 
although we only use four mainline con- 
trollers. The experience gained over the 
last year seems to suggest we will need 
only about 16 mainline sections on the 
clubroom layout to get the most out of 
it without sending the control panel 
operators around the bend. So we will 
need two Bar Switches probably one for 
the up track and the other for the down 
track, this will make wiring and sig- 
nalling easier, as well as separating the 
control panel into two parts, UP and 
DOWN trains if so desired. If this is 
done it will allow two operators on the 
control panel without the need to fall 
over each other as is presently the case. 

Some ideas for club layout improve- 
ments include:- 

Extend the whole layout at the base- 
board join at Lomead by a few feet to 
allow greater access around the layout. 

Exchange positions of the main line 
tracks at The Summit to allow better 
access for operations. 

Re-develop the station of Newbury 
Junction to a major station facility to 
improve shunting operations and give 
better timetable operation possibilities 
so trains can run point to point - South 
Brisbane to Newbury Junction and re- 
turn. 

Divert the reversing track to run 
under main mainlines of 16.5 and 
12mm to avoid crossovers. 

Red Light cameras to be installed 
at all signals and ’on the spot’ fines. 

Install dead sections of track after 
each red light. 

Purchase at least one more Radio 
controlled train controller - RCS type. 

Headset style two way radios for 
Mainline drivers and controllers and 
phones at major stations. | 

Repeater panels at fixed mainline. 
controllers to show main mainline sig- 
nals. 

Redevelop trackwork at Lomead to 
give better use of track and points. Al- 
low reversing track to enter mainline 
near station platforms, and provide 
main lines with passing loops of rea- 
sonable size with shunting provision. 
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The Clubroom Shift 


If anyone has some average sized 
cardboard cartons they can lend us, 
these will be useful during the shift. 


Railway Seminar 


“Exploring Railway Records’ is a. 


seminar for users of railway archival 
records presented by the Queensland 
State Archives and The Railway His- 
torical Centre (Queensland Rail). Learn 
about the buildings, rollingstock, staff, 
drawings and other records held by 
state and railway archives. Find out 
how to access them and use them more 
effectively. Many interesting, well 
known speakers, including AMRA 
members. This will be held on Satur- 
day 5th March 1994, 1 - 5p.m., at the 
Queensland State Archives, 435 
Compton Road, Runcorn. Cost is $15, 
includes afternoon tea. Contact Allan 
Moffatt 07 875 8755 or Del Cuddihy 07 
280 5388. 


All Age Train Exhibition 


This exhibition held at Lang Park 
was a success from all reports with a 
good variety of layouts. Held on the 6th 
& 7th of November, the proceeds do- 
nated to charities. This is the first show 
organised by the Turntable Hobby shop 
and we wish him many more success- 
ful exhibitions. 


Harry Parkes Layout 


At the September Gathering of 
members we reported that Harry was 
not able to sell his large HO layout 
which had been advertised Australia 
Wide in Journal etc. The advertising 
had produced some interest, however 
no sale. So members were advised of a 
final run on the layout on the follow- 
ing Saturday evening at which over a 
dozen members attended. A variety of 
trains operated that evening, the last 
being a HO Union Pacific Steam hauled 
Passenger Train. So ended a magnifi- 
cent model railroad. Special Thanks to 
Harry and Rosa Parkes who made 
members welcome to visit and operate 
the railroad for the past several years. 
Since the last run, members have 
helped Harry to dismantle the layout, 
in particular, John Lees. On Saturday 
16th October several members assisted 
with the final disassembly and were 
able to purchase rollingstock. Jim 
Fainges removed a window so we could 
remove the turntable segment in one 
piece, which Bob Mawson captured on 
film, quite an interesting manoeuvre. 
We hope to reuse Harry’s magnificent 
turntable. 


Queensland Rail Steam 


Hauled Suburban Trains 


Brisbane based AMRA Members 
have been fortunate in early December 


1993 to witness and take part in- 


Queensland Rail’s Steam Locomotive 
Crew Training program. This included 
a few weeks of daily Steam Suburban 
operations, stopping all stations to vari- 
ous destinations at normal fares - 30% 
less if tickets pyrchased after 9 a.m. 

The locos used were BB18% class 
pacific # 1079 and DD17 class #1051, 
known as ’Blue Baby or Thomas to 
many of the young. The carriages used 
were a set of SX Stainless Steel subur- 
ban cars, recently modified with a 
Guards Compartment in the centre of 
the train, to suit 2 man operation in 
the suburban arga with Electric (3900) 
class locomotives. | 

The steam hauled suburban ttains 
ran to Petrie and Corinda Loop Mon- 
days & Fridays, Shorncliffe and Kuraby 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays and Ips- 
wich and Shorncliffe on Wednesdays. 

| organised to travel on one of the 
Wednesday services when the DD17 No 
1051 was in use. The day was a damp 
day weatherwise and the service was 
delayed at its start at Bowen Hills due 
to a late running suburban electric 
train. We pulled in at Brunswick Street 
to meet AMRA member Don Warn on 
the platform who joined us in the'first 
car. Don’s experience with Q.R. is, vast 
and he gave a good running commen- 
tary of the journey. | 

Due to the wet weather the leqrner 
driver was kept on his toes all the time 
due to slipping, both on starting and 
at high speed, making it enjoyable for 
the enthusiasts, onboard, The timeta- 
ble was fast, a few minutes faster than 
the old steam timetables, however this 
was maintained with vigour. Fortu- 
nately the rain was only light and we 
were able to have the carriage windows 
open to savor the sounds and smells of 
a hard working steam loco on the all 
stations service. 

As we pulled in through city stations 
many surprised commuters waiting for 
their regular services joined us instead 
of the following electric services. 

About 20 stops and starts later we 
arrived at Ipswich no later than when 
we left our starting point of Bowen 
Hills. After a quick run around and a 
drink from the' hydrant on the plat- 
form, we were ready for an on time 
departure. We met up with many other 
members and friends of the branch 
while we waited.’ + 

The Queensland Rail fitter in charge 
of steam locos (also enthusiast’ and 
modeller) joined the crew for the run 
back to Shorncliffe. Our run back to 
Brisbane was even more spirited than 
the run out, maybe due to Bunker first 
running, when the stack is behind the 
crew. Despite a few minutes delays 
behind suburban EMUs, we arrived at 
back at Roma Sireet on time. 

Back at Central we were joined by 


many surprised young families who 


were keen to see "Thomas’ on their 
train. It was interesting to note that 


young children had no difficulty relat- 
ing to the friendly noisy blue tank loco 
up front no doubt due to the "Thomas’ 
training through TV and children 
books. 

Departing the various "built over’ 
stations like Ipswich, Toowong, Central 
and Brunswick Street left a lasting 
memory to the enthusiasts on the train. 
With another interesting run to the 
seaside station, Shorncliffe, we re- 
turned to the City for an on time ar- 
rival. 

No doubt this sort of Heritage op- 


. erations by Queensland Rail will help 


encourage all types of interests in Rail- 
ways and Railway Modelling in people 
of all ages. May it continue.. 


Congratulations 


Congratulations to Julie & Neil 
Johnman on the safe arrival of their 
new baby boy David James born on 
Friday 17th December 1993. 

Congratulations also to Chris 
Malone on a successful completion of 
his accountancy studies with flying col- 
ours. Chris is presently Statistics Of- 
ficer with Queensland Rail. 


Branch Timetable 


January 

Thur 27th 7.45p.m. Monthly Gath- 
ering. Report from the Committee of 
Management about the Progress with 
the new clubrooms and the timetable 
of activities for the coming months. 
Come along and find out what's going 
on. Entertainment will be the previ- 
ously advertised Diorama competition, 
bring along a small scene or a segment 
of layout that will fit through the door. 
Also we will attempt a rerun of the 
1993 AMRA Modelling Competition 
which did not attract enough entries 
at our previous November meeting. 

Sat 29th Layout Running Afternoon 
- This is presently set down as the ‘last 
run on the Layout’. However if there 
are major delays with the Clubroom 
construction, things may change. 
February 
March 
April 

Meetings will most likely continue 
to be on Ist,3rd and 5th Saturday af- 
iernoons and 2nd and 4th Thursday 
evenings to firstly attend to packing up 
the South Brisbane Clubrooms, then 
finishing off and painting the new 
Clubrooms at Zillmere, and the final 
shifting of materials from here to there. 
Extra meetings may need to be called 
to attend to matters of pressing need. 

REMEMBER our Annual Model 
Railway Exhibition to be held on Sat- 
urday April 30, Sunday.and Monday 
May 1 & 2. 

The best thing to do during the early 
months of 1994 is to keep in touch with 
the clubrooms or a committee person 
and help where ever possible. 
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Branch Diary 


SUNDAY 31/10/93 - VISIT TO 
"MODEL PARK" LUDDENHAM - 
SYDNEY SOCIETY of MODEL EN- 
GINEERS (SSME) ANNIVERSARY 
OPEN DAY: 22 people, including 16 
members, ventured west under over- 
cast skies to witness SSME’s biggest 
day of the vear. Thankfully there was 
only shght drizzle a couple of times and 
it did not get too windy until later in 
the day. All parts of the Park were ac- 
tive with the following ighlights noted: 

LIVE STEAM - C3801 & C3806 
(black smokebox) hauling a set of sit- 
in "RUB" cars (from Victoria I believe); 
BR 70000 "Brittania”: two 46 class 
electrics; 4469 (recognised from 
Illawarra Live Steamers); a Umion Pa- 
cific switcher that could only be de- 
scribed as “a box on wheels”; and 
around eight 0-4-0 tank locomotives of 
varying prototype, including a triple 
header train. There was also a small 
traction engine operating near the ki- 
osk, powerful enough to haul the driver 
and a couple of children. 

MODEL AIRCRAFT - a large dis- 
play ranging from tether types to ra- 
dio controlled. The large airfield fea- 
tured gliders; helicopters, including a 
$5000 Huey Cobra and a stacked 
trainer (at around $1000) which 
couldn’t quite maintain those unnatu- 
ral attitudes ALL day; aerobatic bi- 
planes (Pitts Special); and a pusher 
prop F/A-18. 

MODEL BOATS - A large & var- 
ied static display that ran the gamut 

from submarine to supertanker. 
Operating racing boats featured the 
popular tuned exhaust. 

HO GAUGE RAILWAY - This lay- 
out, behind it’s large glass panels, is 
now showing the fruits of renewed la- 
bour and is coming along quite nicely. 
NSW prototype seems to be the most 
popular amongst the operators, with 44 
class and CPH rail motors evident, for 
example. 

SLOT CARS - The slot car track is 
still drawing in the “revheads” with the 
minimalist “motor on wheels” type of 
club racer on show. 


ee me oe te oe we pe] 


AMRA 
CLUBROOMS 


TETHER CARS - The Australian : 
Championship was held this day, with, 
the tuned exhaust racers heard as: 
usual all the way up the hill. The all-: 
class record for the day was around 290 
km/h with the current world record at. 
around 306 km/h. . 

In closing, if you; haven’t been to_ 
Model Park before, take the trip out: 
there one Sunday to have a look at the. 
mecca of model engineering. Situated 
in Luddenham Rd, just off Elizabeth. 
Drive, the Park is open on the last Sun- 
day of the month (except December) 
from around 10am, with the October 
Sunday their big day of the year. It. 
costs $7 per car to enter, with plenty of : 
parking, BBQ facilities, a kiosk and all | 
amenities. Another visit this October 
is pencilled in the Branch Diary. -GP 

SATURDAY 6/11/93 - MEMBERS’ 
AUCTION: 56 people made this last . 
auction for 1993 easily the best (and 
the longest) in the last eighteen 
months. The once-only run through 537 
lots took until 7:00pm! A great result ; 
for the Branch. -GP! ; 

SATURDAY 13/11/93 - VISIT TO’ 
BANKSTOWN STEAM LOCOMO. 
TIVE SOCIETY: 16 members enjoyed ; 
an outing to BSLS at Ruse Park 
Bankstown, where we saw an assort- | 
ment of live steam loco’s and two infer- 
nal (?) combustion machines in action ' 
on the 5° gauge ground level track. A. 
few members even scrounged a ride. ' 
Note that this group is not open for. 
public rides due to insurance require-— 
ments, but owners wil! usually offer 


— 


~——— 


rides, at passengers’ own risk, if ap- . 


proached. Nothing was running on the 
high level 2.25°/3.5° dual gauge track 
this day. The internal combustion ma- 
chines were a large green GM loco of. 
U.S. persuasion and a curious 4 
wheeled, gable roofed pink house on 
wheels, which featured photographs of 
the owner and his family smiling out 
through the various windows. Steam- ’ 
ers 1n action ranged from a delightful 
0-4-0 saddle tank named “Sweet Pea’ 
through to my pick of the day - a scale 
model of 4-4-0 type U-105 from early 
NSWGR days. Come see the video! 


~ gome time. ' 


[ | 
Highlights of the afternoon from a 
personal viewpoint were meeting Dick ’ 


~~ 


_/ROCKDALE 
SEEN peated cada 
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AY STREET 
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Grace (current President of NSWMRC 
& ex-member AMRA), Jack Grierson 
(past member of both BSLS and 
NSWMRC) and Jack Shambler (past 
Secretary of BSLS and past member of 
NSWMRC), all known to me for going 
on thirty, years. Jack Grierson’s arti- 
cles on building a HO scale 18 class 
appeared in AMRM many years ago. 
Jack Shambler has built models in 
4mm, 3./5mm and 3.5mm scales of vir- 
tually every class of NSWGR loco, plus 
something like a dozen live steamers 
in 3 gauges, starting with a 25 class, 
1022 (in full lined green livery), "The 
Lion’ in 2.25° gauge, through to 59 
class, U-105 and a fully detailed 26 
class in 5" gauge. Jack has built 25 
class loco’s in N & HO scales as well as 
2. 25° and 5° live steam. Now in his 
mid-eighties, Jack declares he has 
given up building loco’s and appears to 
have appointed a mere strippling in his 
sixties to drive for him. 

Jack retired from the NSWMRC 
about 25 years ago to put his energies 
into the fledgling and faltering BSLS 
as their Secretary. His achievements 
show in the growth and continuing suc- 
cess of the Society. Our thanks to Scott 
Robertson (BSLS Vice President) and 
his members for making our visit an 
enjoyable one. -PK 

SATURDAY 4/12/93 - P.O.G. 
TIMETABLE DEMONSTRATION & 
XMAS SAUSAGE SIZZLE: The 
Branch’s "NSW Prototype Operating 
Group’ presented 3.5 hours of tightly 
scheduled running on the Club’s main 
HO gauge layout. Almost all NSW pro- 
totypes of the steam era & modern die- 
seVelectric traction were on show and 
operated in the true prototypical style 
& speed required by a strictly timed 
schedule. 

All POG operators did their best to 
smoothly start & complete journeys to 
all parts of the layout, with many var- 
ied freight trains intermixed with the. 
occasional fast passenger train, subur- 
ban stopping train, railcar set and 
CPH. The occasional derailment & | 
breakdown did not seem to affect the 
final estimated finishing time, only 


- running'3 minutes late at the end of 


the day (not bad). 
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Perhaps the thought of the follow- . : 
ing Xmas BBQ meal helped prevent a Level Lind 0 lin25 
long drawn out running session. weight weight weight 
The Xmas BBQ saw 52 members & BR ae mn Mg A bf AV 
friends partake of quite a respectable class ave e , ~~ 
meal (replacing the sausage sandwich are ae aoe 8 " 8 
BBQ of old in the carpark area). Our o e 
capable ladies committee spent the af- NSW 421 class 128 " Lt 113 
ternoon preparing a sumptuous assort- ae 6 0 8 6 9 
ment of salad dishes to go with the sau- ue aa 92 s 
sages. A delicious selection of sweet oe 48 class a ai 100 
dishes followed, with oversupply of ee ae 8D 43009 39° 6 
both courses allowing for plenty of ex- Rey 4% - " 4 a 
tra serves for those people wishing to Noe 422 Aas ge ; " 37 
"backup’, leaving all remaining serv- rae : ella 420 10.0 42009 42 10.5 
ing bowls & plates devoid of any food - 
morsels. After the meal and before NOW 42 class eo 4 ‘ b4 
beverages were served, lucky ticket (PSM) : 289 28 8.5 28 8.5 
holders collected an assortment of A. Tonks jas 58 ie igs 
Xmas fare: nuts, biscuits, sweets & Austrian 35 class Be 3 (© pe 
wine. Branch President Phil Kelly acer ity e LO - 10.2 oe 
spoke briefly on the year 1993’s activi- eas : | ‘: 
ties, October exhibition, etc., and an- NSW AD60 class we A o4 — 15 
nounced the Branch’s Meritorious (Mansfield) 32 di 39 3 6 
Award to Glenn Percival, Publicity Of- A. Tonks Ok 7: - 
ficer. Congratulations Glenn. [Thank \s /herry River i . ~ . - is 
you. -Ed] Thanks to Phil Kelly & Dave 3 truck 3208 28 6.9 ap 
Bennett for slaving” over our “hot new A. Rcd | oa 7 ws 
BBQ and to those members who did N ) id 422 clans rc | ms F a6 
table cleanup fatigue; especially to the hp Lima) = - a 3 4.9 
ladies serving the food & doing the fi- Sth os - 
nal kitchen washup. +n AINCAn | hee o4 , Ie 
With so much rolling stock present ge He. 2 40. oF 48 9 


members were reluctant to leave the 
clubhouse so early in the evening and 
a casual running session developed, 


rounding off a satisfying day’s activi- January ee i. | . 
ties. -HBT Fri 2lst Audio/Visual - “Signalling” - John Stormont (Retired SRASignalman 
ATTENDANCE - 1993 TO DATE Fri 28th Layout Operation (Australian) 
Totals: 1699 members 819 guests February 
Averages: 28.3 members 13.7 guests | Sat Sth Branch Annual General Meeting -Members Only 
Fri ilth Monthly Modelling Clinic - Laurie Lumsden et al, Layout Operatior 
| HO & N Scales (General) 
Results of 1993 Sat 19th eh ae Auction (please book items in by 2pm) 
. Fri 25th Modelling Competition plus Videos 
Locomotive Drawbar Pull | march ie : 
_ Sat 5th Layout Operation (General) 
Competition Sun 6th Visit to Lapstone Zig Zag plus Wascoe Siding 


Saturday 7th August 

There were 10 locomotives entered 
this year, compared to 4 in 1992 and 
12 in 1991. Graham Larmour’s Shay 
(presumably the loco which won in 
1991) was the llth entry, but had to be 
withdrawn early on with a driveshaft 
problem. There was only one steam 
loco entered, hence the placings are 
overall. The entries are listed in order 
of merit, as advised, with the steam 
loco indicated by {**}. 

Thanks again to Bruce Thompson 


Club Programme 


Fri 11th Monthly Modelling Clinic - Laurie Lumsden et al Layout Operation, 


HO & N Scales (General) 
Sat 19th Layout Operation (UK) 


Fri 25th Learn the Layouts Clinic - N Gauge Layout 


April 


Sat 2nd Layout Operation (General) 


Fri 8th Monthly Modelling Clinic - Laurie Lumsden et al Layout Operation, 


HO & N Scales (General) 
Sat 16th 


= OPEN DAY ** 10am to 5:30pm 


Fri 22nd Layout Operation (Americas) 


Fri 29th Slides - Col Gilbertson 


May 
Sat 7th to be advised 


Fri 13th Monthly Modelling Clinic - Laurie Lumsden et al 
Layout Operation, HO & N Scales (General) 

Sat 14th ** O Gauge Mini-Convention ** 10am to 5pm $2 entry 

Sat 21st Layout Operation (European) 

Fri 27th to be advised 

June 

Sat 4th Members’ Auction (please book lots in by 2pm) oe a 

Fri 10th Monthly Modelling Clinic - Laurie Lumsden et al, Layout Operation, 
HO & N Scales (General) 

Sat 18th Audio/Visual “by request” 

Fri 24th to be advised 


& Bob Wardrop for their time & effort 
in modifying the track apparatus to 
speed up proceedings. At this stage, 
no date is pencilled in for a competi- 
tion this year. Now would be a good 
time for members to indicate their sup- 
port for continuing this spirit of 
friendly rivalry. | 

Gienn Percival 
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NOTES 
* WORK DAYS: Wednesdays from 
late morning, most Monday nights, 
7:30-10pm. 

Continuing Clinics possible on Lay- 

out Operation days, including 

scratch/kitbashing, throttles & 
work on New Exhibition Layout. 

* On Layout Operation days PRIOR- 
ITY is given to prototype indicated. 
Guests welcome at meetings unless 
otherwise indicated. 

Meeting times, unless otherwise 1n- 
dicated, are: 
Ist & 3rd Saturdays 2:00 to 5:30pm 
2nd & 4th Fridays 7:30 to 11:00pm. 

* Clubrooms are situated in Chapel 
Lane, Rockdale. 

Phone 567-1899. 

This programme is subject to change 
without notice. 

Updated programmes available 
from the Clubrooms. 

All correspondence on N.S.W. 
Branch matters should be addressed 
to: The Secretary, AMRA NSW, PO 
Box 194, ROCKDALE NSW 2216. 


Club Programme Notes 


THE CLUB PROGRAMME PRE- 
SENTED this issue incorporates a few 
suggestions, viz: 

- Aregular Monthly Modelling Clinic, 
nominally 2nd Friday of each 
month: 

- Including limited layout operations 
in the above clinics; 

- Reduction in number of Open Days 
from three to two (April & — Octo- 
ber): 

- An O Gauge Mini-Convention; 

- The first of three clinics dedicated 
to the club layouts; and 

- Inclusion of Videos whilst judging of 
Modelling Competitions takes place. 
It is never too late for other pro- 

gramme suggestions (we do in fact 

have some vacant slots at present as 
you can see), so if you have them, 

PLEASE jot them down and send them 

to the Committee. 

OUR RESIDENT C.T.C. GURU on 
the HO layout, Fred Stell, has offered 
to run small clinics as required to give 
personal instruction on operating this 
major component of the layout. These 
instruction sessions may be held on ei- 
ther the 2nd or 4th Saturday of the 
month (i.e. a non-meeting day) as ar- 
ranged. If you would like to gain expe- 
rience on the C.T.C. panel, speak to 
Fred at the club or phone 534-5121 to 
arrange a clinic session. 

IT IS PROPOSED THAT work may 
progress on the New HO Exhibition 
Layout on running days. If you are in- 
terested in assisting, make yourself 
known to that subcommittee: Phil Kelly 
(Chair), Jack Parker, Bob Wardrop, 
Alan Tonks or Glenn Percival. Other 
than mounting some of the locating 
brackets, work is awaiting a warranty 
inspection of all modules and should 
have resumed by the time you read this. 
Full details of the plan for the new lay- 
out should appear in the next issue. 


OFFERS OF HELP ARE being 
sought for a proposed “AMRA NSW 
Video Magazine , the idea being to cap- 
ture on video highlights of each meet- 
ing, to form a record of happenings at 
Rockdale able to be borrowed from the 
Branch Library. This project is beyond 
the resources of any one person, how- 
ever, with the sheer number of mem- 
bers with camcorders it should be pos- 
sible to collect a few minutes’ worth of 
each meeting. If you are able to help, 
please contact the Publicity Officer. 
With enough volunteers, perhaps it 
could be rostered along with the Duty 
Officers....? 


Car Parking 


Hopefully by the time vou are read- 
ing this the situation regarding use of 
the adjacent Council ear park may be 
a little clearer. Dave Bennett has pro- 
duced a copy of the ‘missing’ corre- 
spondence from 1986 (?) but unfortu- 
nately it is at best inconclusive. We 
also intend pursuing the option of us- 
ing the parking space at the rear of a 
nearby building - watch this space. 

Gienn Percival 


Break-in 


We recently had another break-in at 
Rockdale, but this time with some rather 
strange features. The person who 
crawled through the hole in the wall 
above the kitchen area was small and 
very little was taken: a few buildings off 
the N gauge layout, when other equip- 
ment was about but not touched: and a 
section of the N scale truss bridge, built 
by David Bennett, was removed but 
found upstairs later near the O gauge 
layout. We have bolted steel plates over 
all the ends of the corrugated iron sheets 
that had not been done previously, fit- 
ted sheeting on the corner of the build- 
ing in the rear lane way and fitted a 
“decorative crown" on the top of the wall 
in Chapel Lane. These measures should 
make it more difficult to gain access to 
the roof. Thanks to Fred, Graham, Bert, 
Arthur & Don. 

Whilst this work was being carried 
out, microswitches were fitted to the 
upstairs windows and a red light in- 
stalled above the mezzanine stairs 1n 
the foyer. This light will indicate if any 
upstairs windows are noi closed, prior 
to locking the front door on exit. 


O Gauge Mini-Convention 


Bruce Lovett raised the subject with 
me - could we have another gauge day, 
the last being several years ago. Well, 
Saturday 17th May has been decided 
on and apart from the Club’s O gauge 
layout, there will be a portable 2 rail 
layout on display along with a selec- 
tion of O gauge equipment in various 
scales. It is proposed to run from 10am 
to 5pm, with a $2 door charge to cover 
morning & afternoon teas. Full details 
will appear in the next “Journal . 

Bruce has also finished painting 
scenery on the two side walls upstairs 
and I am sure there will be other scen- 


ery work done before the big day. 

Thanks also te Bruce for donating a 
number of copies of early Journals. He 
has enclosed the pages in plastic cov- 
ers which will protect them from wear 
& tear. There are quite a number of 
interesting articles in these Journals, 
written 1n the days when modellers had 
to build their models or make do from 
whatever was available, unlike these 
days of being swamped with RTR ora 
great range of kits. 


O Gauge Layout 


Getting back to the O gauge 
layout...J think some of our operators 
need more training for heavv traffic 
operations. It was noted during the last 
Open Day that at times everything 
came to a standstill due to inattention 
or confusion. Also, some still have a 
tendency to overdrive some loco’s, 
which arrive at the end of the section 
like a rocket. Our loco’s all vary in their 
operating characteristics, but some 
careful observation should remedy this 
problem and avoid the rear end colli- 
sions which do occur when a flywheel 
loco, driven at speed, overshoots the 
signai section. 

Track indicator panels, volt- and 
amp- meters have all been installed for 
a purpose, so learn to use them and 
trains will operate as intended. 


Thanks to the Ladies 


I dare say most of the Rockdale 
regulars will have observed some 

WhirlyBird ventilators up on the 
roof. The keen-eyed will also have seen 
the new green Alcan guttering around 
the building and none could have 
missed the gas barbeque. All of these 
have been due to our Ladies providing 
the necessary pieces of paper, so take 
a bow girls and accept our thanks. 

Norm Read 

P.S. We had some publicity 1n a re- 
cent Telegraph-Mirror Saturday Week- 
end Extra, "A Decent Obsession”. The 
three handsome gentlemen in the photo 
could not have failed to catch anyone’s 
eye! 


"1993 Exhibition Express" 


It was with an open mind that | 
approached the possibility of repeating 
the "Exhibition Express” in 1993, for, 
given that the financial performance in 
1992 was significantly below reason- 
able expectations, none wanted a re- 
peat this year. The tale of woe un- 
folds... 

Having taken from December 1992 
through to June to finally get a quote 
on the table and after a considered rev- 
enue proposal was submitted, it was 
decided that the “Express” would run 
again. We had every reason to expect 
that things would be easier second time 
around, given that, for example: the 
headboard was already made; I knew 
what operational arrangements were 
necessary and when; and we gained the 
support of Radio 2WS with air time in 
return for signage on the train. 


Se 


What we didn’t know - from early 
July right through to 3 weeks before 
the charter - was that most of what we 
wanted to do was affected by trackwork 
closures. What followed could only be 
described as a nightmare of many 
phone calls, faxes, structural 
reworkings of the timetable and more 
faxes & phone calls. It got to the point 
of my wondering “what is it now...!?" 
every time the phone rang being right 
far more than the statistical average! 
Had it not been for the arrangements 
with 2WS having already being hon- 
oured on their part, the “Express” could 
I think have ended at that point. 

However, I was buoyed by the find- 
ing that we could still break even given 
a different mix of load factors for the 
differently structured timetable (after 
having given members present the 
worst on 18th September). Arrange- 
ments were slowly firming and Time- 
table No.3 (Issue 2 without Sutheriand ) 
was finally in front of me on the Fri- 
day afternoon, in the form of three Spe- 
cial Train Notices (STNs 803,823,829 
for those interested). It couldn’t have 
been any later! 

Anyway, enough intrigue... 

The consist was 3112-WT-HFS-FN- 
HFS, with a small buffet counter in the 
modified FN serving the passengers 
(and staff!). Radio 2WS could only have 
been satisfied with the effort at tying 
six signs all over the water gin and 
across the end of the HFS - a roving 
advert. they wanted and got! 

SUNDAY: Acdep - Mortdale Car 
Sheds - Hurstville - Sydney Terminal - 
Liverpool - Lidcombe loop - Liverpool - 
Lidcombe loop - Liverpool - Sydney Ter- 


minal - Hurstville - Mortdale Car Sheds © 


- Acdep. Alan Tonks on board. The 
obvious highlight of the day was com- 
ing into the run-round road at 
Mortdale, watching 3112 shunt 
through No.2 Road in the shed. Where 
is acamera when you need one!?? This 
combined Hurstville-Sydney run was 
the best patronised of all, not surpris- 
ing given that it was originally two 
runs. Having finally scored a ride up 
front (there is a limit of four on the foot- 
plate) from Granville to Liverpool, | 
was fascinated by the glow of the fire- 
box door. Apparently the particular 
metal used is no longer made. The Loop 
trips gave patrons the opportunity to 
go for a shorter ride at approx. 45 mins, 
with the first trip providing some en- 
tertainment in the form of "a coupl’a 
cowboys” at the helm of a double 81 
class coalie, coming out of Clyde, who 
decided they would race us towards 
Lidcombe. As the end of the coalie ac- 
celerated past our window mid-train, 
we forgot about them as we slowed 
approaching the two crossings into the 
Loop. Imagine our surprise as we were 
all of a sudden passing stationary coal 
hoppers - the 81s had pulled up from 
roughly 50 km/h in three train lengths 
for a signal at stop!! Alan informed me 
later that, from his vantage point at 


the front of our train, there was one ' 


heck of a cloud of dust as they pulled 
up! Justice prevailed as, around 5 min- 
utes after we pulled into Liverpool plat- 
form 2, what appeared to be an 81 class 
came up & around the bend - the coalie 
must have gone via Enfield. We just 
smiled & waved politely... The timeta- 
ble we ended up with worked out (op- 
erationally) and the weather was rea- 
sonable for most of the day, with only a 
couple of rain squalls closing windows 
in the afternoon. 

MONDAY: Acdep - Sydney Termi- 
nal - Liverpool - Blacktown - Liverpool 
- Lidcombe loop - Liverpool - Sydney 
Terminal - Liverpool - Blacktown - 
Acdep. Damien George on board. The 
timetable for this day was the lesser 
changed, with a Loop trip substituted 
for the Campbelltown one, hence the 
running was pretty much as per tabled. 

This Loop trip was the best patron- 
ised of the three, presumably due in 
no small part to the ‘spruiking” over 
the P.A. at the Whitlam Centre. If the 
day went more or less to plan, the same 
couldn’t be said for the bedding down 
of 3112 for the night! Given the poor 
quality of coal (verv high ash content) 
over the past 15 months or so - appar- 
ently 3801 had to completely drop a fire 
on a trip in 1992 - cleaning out 3112’s 
dual ash pans was far heavier going 
than it should’ve been. Imagine Barry 
Tulloch’s yelp in surprise when the 
now-melted front grate rocker gear fell 
out onto the great pile of ash! They 
had around 3 weeks to fix it, which | 
understand they did. 

So, was it all worth it second time 
around? Well - without pre-empting 
the inevitable discussion at the A.G.M. 
shortly after you read this - it’s hard to 
see that we had a fair go at proving 
anything this year either, given the 


strife of others’ making. There are 


matters still pending as I write this. 
My personal opinion is that, whilst I 
still believe in the concept (in some way, 
shape or form), unless certain condi- 
tions (e.g. sponsorship, timetabling, 
advertising) can be met, the “Express” 
will be no more. Which is a shame... 
Glenn Percival 
"Express" Coordinator 


AMRA NSW Clubwear 


At the time of writing, over 90 or- 
ders have been received for shirts and 


jackets for NSW members. In fact, the 


person who orders the 100th garment 
will receive that garment for FREE, 
including postage if required! The 
project saw a few hiccups during 1993, 
with jacket supply problems forcing a 
new, reliable (but longer lead time) sup- 
plier making jackets in any quantity, 
January-November, to order. Problems 
with the embroiderer resulted in a 
change of company, resulting in a small 
price rise for the jackets (please refer 
to "AMRA Shop’ for the current prices). 
The above notwithstanding, order 
deadlines are now open due basically 
to just about all the Rockdale regulars 
having ordered garments already. 
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The bottom line is that, as soon as 
sufficient orders come in to meet any 
minimum order requirements, orders 
will be processed. All new Branch 
members should now receive an order 
form in their membership kit (note the 
new prices for jackets now apply) but, 
new member or "old", it is never too 
late to place an order - order forms are 
always available from the clubroom - 
call, call in or write for one! All out- 
standing orders at the time of writing 
should be ready for delivery by the end 
of February. | 


Library News 

The Branch Library of books, maga- 
zines and other reference works is 
available to all members, for a nomi- 
nal charge of $2.00 for twelve months. 
An ongoing stocktake is being con- 
ducted, so access to certain works or 
groups of works may be restricted at 
the discretion of the Librarians. For 
more information contact the hbrary 
staff, one or more of whom are usually 
present each meeting day. 


Duty Officer Crew 

Duties include: opening & closing 
the clubroom; greeting guests at the 
door and seeing that they are attended 
to; the general conduct of meetings; and 
MAKING SURE A REPORT FOR 
“Journal” IS MADE (where applicable). 
A roster of willing volunteers is main- 
tained by the Publicity Officer, with a 
big thank you to the following hardy 
souls having put their hands up thus 
far: David Bennett, Danny Elliott, 
Damien George, Barry Green, Phil 
Kelly, Philip Lee, Ross Moar, Glenn 
Percival, Graham Saint, Bruce 
Thompson, Alan Tonks, and Brian 
Tyson. As you can see, Duty Officers 
need NOT be Committeepersons, but 
are subject to Branch COM acceptance. 
If you think you would like to actively 
help the Branch in this way, please con- 
tact the Publicity Officer. With a cou- 
ple more people on the Duty Officer 
roster, it will only be necessary to work 
once every few months. 


Members’ Discounts 


The establishments listed below 
have indicated they will favour 
A.M.R.A. members as detailed. To ob- 
tain the consideration listed, members 
MUST show a CURRENT membership 
card (establishments know what to look 
for), and be at least a little discreet. In 
the words of one retailer, "When we 
have offered extra discounts we have 
been embarrassed with the situation 
of such a member announcing that he . 
should get a discount on $2 worth of 
track pins. Other customers then can- 
not comprehend why such a clown gets 
10% when the twenty or thirty dollar 
purchase they are making doesn’t seem 
to qualify.” 

CLASSIC HOBBIES, LIVERPOOL 
will offer further savings on their regu- 
lar prices wherever possible. 
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HOBBYCO, CITY will offer 10% off 
across the store, except markdowns 
and specials. 

PUCHBOWL HOBBIES, 
PUCHBOWL will offer 10% off, except 
consigned goods. 

SYDNEY | HOBBIES, 
DRUMMOYNE will offer 10% off mod- 
els only, cash or cheque customers. A 
larger discount may be available for 
bulk (Club) orders. 

THE MODEL RAILWAY CENTRE, 
GYMEA will offer 10% off, except on 
consigned goods. 

TOYMAN IMPORTS/YENNORA 
HOBBIES, YENNORA wiil offer fur- 
ther savings on their regular prices 
wherever possible. 

TRAINS N THINGS, SUTHER- 
LAND now offer 10% off, except on 
books, magazines and videos. 
VAGGS HOBBIES, MIRANDA will 
give 10% off. 

CRONULLA STEEL FABRICA- 
TORS, 6/141 Taren Point Rd 
CARINGBAH, will give favourable con- 
sideration to members. This firm was 
involved in shoring up the frame that 
the "Hawkesbury" layout travels in. 

More establishments will appear as 
confirmed, and this list also appears 
on the "A.M.R.A. N.S.W. Shop’ notice 
board in the fover. 

P.S. "On the grapevine’ - watch this 
space for confirmation of a change of 
ownership of a well-known Sydney 
hobby shop! All should be revealed by 


the time you receive this issue of Jour- 
nal’. 


The AMRA NSW Shop 

CLUB SHIRTS 
Adult sizes 14-30 $26.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) 5 2.00 ea. 
Personalised embroidered BONDS 
‘The Penguin Shirt” polyester/cotton 
pocketed shirts. “Natural” (beige) in 
colour, with AMRA logo on non-pocket 
side & your name above pocket. 
CLUB JACKETS 


Adult sizes 14-22 $38.00 ea. 
Child sizes 6-16 $30.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) > 5.00 ea. 


KAY’S Custom Sportswear premium 


jersey fleece zip jacket, embroidered 


and personalised as above.Dark brown 
in colour.Made to order, January-No- 
vember. 


CLUB VIDEOS 

A.M.R.A. in 92 $18.00 ea. 
AMRA’9] $15.00 ea. 
BOTH together $24.00 ea. 


A.M.R.A. in 792 

Appended to your AMRA 91 5 8.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) $ 4.00 ea. 
Callin, call or write for order forms for 
the above! 

GAUGES to AMRA Standards 
Limited Stocks! 


HO GAUGE 

Wheel/Track Code LOO 3 3.40 ea. 
Code 70 > 3.40 ea. 

Check gauge 3 6.80 ea. 

N GAUGE 


Wheel gauge $ 3.40 ea. 

Track gauge Code 80 $ 3.40 ea. 
Code 55 3 3.40 ea. 

Selleys "Aquadhere" 

one litre bottle 5 5.00 ea. 


Aluminium diecast G-clamps 

$ 1.50 ea. two inch (51mm), with plas- 
tic foot & handle 

C&K brand quality switches 


#7201 DPDT 5 3.50 ea. 
#7203 DPDT centre-off %$ 3.50 ea. 
#7105 DPDT centre-off momentary 
action $ 4.00 ea. 


(for your hand throttles!) 
Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) 
1.5mm red $ 0.75 ea. 
Diode Bridges LIMITED STOCK! 
6A - PIV 100V $ 4.50 ea. 
plastic encapsulation with centre 
mounting hole 
Small alligator clips packet of 10 
$ 1.00 pkt 
AMRA car window decals $0.50 ea. 
affix to inside of back window 
CORK ballast strips 1/8" (for HO 
gauge) lm x 4cm $ 0.60 ea. 
1/16" (for N gauge) lm x 2em_ $ 0.20 
ea. 7 
ODDS & ENDS HURRY! 
Donated by Bruce Lovett $2.00 min. 
Minimum donation to Branch re- 
quested 
SAMPLES ONLY: 
Genuine Pelton Australian scale coal 
150g bag 5 8.00 ea. 
Prototype 160mm max. 
inO, HO & N scale. 
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President’s Piece 


It gives me great pleasure to inform 
you that Neil Hambly will be taking 
on the position of Exhibition Manager 
at Camberwell for the 94 exhibition, 


Neil will be continuing as our Exhibi- 


tion Manager for the 95 Camberwell 
exhibition. I expect all our members to 
give Neil and his Exhibition Commit- 
tee their full support. Remember that 
our exhibition is the showpiece of 
AMRA Vic Branch and it is paramount 
that our exhibition is presented in the 
best possible manner. | 


Bob Marsden has accepted the ap- - 


pointment of Wills Street layout man- 
ager for the Camberwell exhibition. I 
would like to thank Bob, his acceptance 
is greatly appreciated. I am sure that 


the operators of Wills Street will have 
a very enjoyable time working with Bob 
at Camberwell.] would aiso like to 
thank John Harry for the work he has 
done as the 94 exhibition co-ordinator 
on top of his normal work as our Sec- 
retary. 

Ross Pearson felt that there was a 
need for extra running sessions on Sat- 


—urday afternoons, as several of our 


members had spoken to him about the 
idea. Ross approached the C.O.M.with 
the suggestion and also that he was 
willing to run the sessions. The 
C.O.M.was happy to agree to the re- 
quest from Ross, and have allocated the 
Saturday afternoon following the usual 
2nd Thursday of the month social meet- 


ings, sessions will commence at 1330. 


The C.O.M. has planned a number 


of property improvements and main- 
tenance projects to be carried out over 
the next 12 months. Included in the 
projects are: alterations and improve- 
ments of layout storage in the annex, 
repair hole in Gents toilet wall and 
paint, construct and install kitchen 
cupboard and bench, lift up the steam 
ioco front in stairwell and paint a tun- 
nel mouth around the loco, construct 
computer stand, re hang door leading 
to print room to swing other way, re- 
pair and repaint exhibition ticket boxes 
and showcases also check lights in 
showcases, lower, porch and garden 
shed roof to be replaced, new light to 
be fitted under front porch, continue 
the replacement water service with 
copper pipe, the Great Wall of Glen Iris 
and repair under to the northern lower 


windows to continue until completed. 
Several other projects are under con- 
sideration, you will be kept informed. 
The Dayhghters will be requested to 
do the jobs that they can handle, work- 
ing bees will be required for some of 
the work. 

The C.0.M.would like to make a 
decision on the future of the narrow 
gauge portion of the main layout. If any 
member or group of members are in- 
terested in being actively involved in 
either N, HOn’%, HOe or 009 please 
contact our layout manager Ron 
Polistena as soon as possible, or at the 
very latest prior to 3lst March 94. 

A final word on the Camberwell ex- 
hibition, don’t forget to put your name 
on the roster as Carol needs to know 
how many meals to prepare. Your ex- 
hibition passes and meal tickets will 
be posted to you a couple of weeks prior 
to the exhibition. 

I hope that you all had a happv 
Christmas and maybe you found an 
extra piece or two of model railway 
equipment under the Christmas Tree, 
and we can all look forward to an en- 
jovable year participating in the vari- 
ous activities of A.M.R.A. Vic Branch. 

Bob Edwards 
President. 


Terms and Conditions for Member’ 
Participation at Victorian Branch 
Exhibitions and Open Days 

1. Except in the case of stock ac- 
quired by the Branch or deceased mem- 
ber’s estates participation is restricted 
to financial members of A.M.R.A. 

2. Allitems for sale must be listed 
on the proper form obtainable on ap- 
plication to the manager, A.M.R.A 
Willsland Sales Centre, at the 
clubrooms or by postal request c/o 6 
Outlook Rd., Mt. Waverley, Vic., 3149. 
No other form of listing will be ac- 
cepted. 

3. If more than one item of a simi- 
lar description is offered for sale at the 
same price then those items should be 
listed on the same line of the form with 
the total number of those items in- 
cluded in the column headed “NO.” (see 
below) 

Because of the work involved in re- 
cording the lists on the computer, the 
practice of one individual item per line 
is to be discouraged and may result in 
the list being returned to the member 
for correction. 

4. The price listed is to be the sale 
price bearing in mind that Willsland 
will exact a commission on the sale 
price of all items sold. No charge is 
made for unsold items. 

5. All items offered for saie must 
be packed in such a way that the equip- 
ment may be inspected and, in the case 
of powered items, test run on the 


ITEM DESCRIPTION 


Princess 


1 Locomotive,Hornby,4-6-2, 1 


2 Wagon,Hornby,4 wheel open 6 


Willsland test track. Ifa normally pow- 
ered item is non operational or a known 
defect is apparent then that defect 
should be noted. Willsland reserves the 
right to withdraw from sale any item 
not meeting this criteria. 

6. Completed lists for exhibitions 
are to be in the hands of the manager, 
Wilisland, no later than the February 
meeting of the branch. For open days 
lists will be accepted by arrangement 
with the manager. Because of restricted 
space available large lists will not be 
accepted for open days. 

7. Large value items such as brass 
locomotives, L.G.B. equipment ete. will 


‘not be accepted except by prior arrange- 


ment with the manager. 

8. As all items are sold on a com- 
mission basis, Insurance of the stock 
is the responsibility of the submittor. 
Willsland will accept liability up to a 
maximum of $50 for any one submittor. 

9. Allitems must have a removable 
adhesive labe! attached which shows 
the member’s code no.,the item no, and 
the sale price. Please use the code no. 
do not use your initials or other identi- 
fying mark. 

10. Items for exhibitions, complete 
with identification labels attached 
MUST BE DELIVIVERED TO THE 
EXHIBITION STAND NO LATER 
THAN 8 PM. THURSDAY SET UP 
DAY. Under no circumstances will 
items be accepted on the Friday of the 
exhibition. 

11. After exhibitions and open days 
unsold items will not be available for 
collection until checked off and all ac- 
counting procedures have been con- 
cluded. Payments will be made at the 
same time. This could be up to four 
weeks after the termination of the dis- 
play but now with the use of a compu- 
ter is normally completed within two 
weeks. 


Library Notes 


Like they say, it never rains but the 
place is lousy with cats and dogs. Just 
as well that we all love cats and dogs. 
Last issue | told of a considerable do- 
nation that the Library had just re- 
ceived. | can now report another, even 
bigger, this time from a very long term 
member indeed, Tim Dunlop, and re- 
flecting his very wide interests. 1 can’t 
do justice to them all in this brief arti- 
cle. 

There are Steam Locomotives, an 
illustrated history, and The Rail- 
way, one of the Conquest of Space 
and Time series. On the Old Lines 
is by Peter Allen who took shots of lo- 
cos and wrote them up, on his travels 
all around the world. Die Hisenbahn 
in der Kunst. a collection of railways 
in art, is unfortunately in black and 
white, but does make you wish you 


PRICE 
$80.00 


$ 5.00 
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could see the originals. And the two 
volume Railway Wonders of the 
World, published about 1935, is great 
fun to flick through. For instance, an 
aerial shot of "The Flying Scotsman" 
for the first time in radio contact with 
an [Imperial Airways airliner (a bi- 
plane)! 

On European lines we have Auf 
Europas Schienen (well, it’s a close 
translation), and Narrow Gauge 
Railways of Europe, by the same Pe- 
ter Allen . Then Russian Steam Lo- 
comotives, Italian Railways, Steam 
on the Sierra (Spain and Portugal), 
and Dampf und Rauch im 
Sunneschy, glorious shots of steam in 
Switzerland. 

For American fans, there are picture 
books, The Twilight of Steam Loco- 
motives, ("The complete story of the 
last steam locomotives in North 
America’) and Narrow Gauge Coun- 
try, a superb collection. Trains, by 
Robert Selph Henry gives nearly two 
pages to the history of railways in gen- 
eral, then gets down to his real inter- 
est, American railways. Lucius Beebe 
and Charles Clegg at least have the 
honesty to subtitle their The Age of 
Steam: A Classic Album of Ameri- 
can Railroading; it really is an al- 
bum worth looking through. 

Balloon Stacks and Sugar Cane 
is about Fiji; Steam on the Down- 
grade, by Brian Andrews and Richard 
Warren is a nice collection of Austral- 
ian shots; and Maitland Tramway 
Ventures ‘by R.Willson and 
K.McCarthy is a nice little book docu- 
menting an unexpected experiment. 
And Day & Wilson’s Unusual Rail- 
ways is worth reading: atmospheric 
railways, monorails, the Fell system, 
all entertainingly described. 

But the real joy must be for New 
Zealanders. When Steam was King 
mixes text, photos and a fine collection 
of paintings. Cavalcade of New Zea- 
land Locomotives lists, with photos 
and brief specifications, the surpris- 
ingly large number of NZ loco classes. 
Railways in New Zealand gives a 
very brief history and description of the 
subject. Canterbury Provincial Rail- 
ways, The Mount Somers Tramway 
and Coaling from the Clouds deal 
with local railways in the South Island, 
and Rails out of the Capital with 
Wellington’s suburban railways in the 
North. Jubilee Selections from The 
N .Z.Railway Observer gives a nice 
collection of tit-bits, and there are two 
books of footplate reminiscences, Vin- 
tage Steam and On and Off the 
Rails. With a lurid cover, a paperback 
Tangwai Disaster (and 30 Other Rail- 
way Accidents in New Zealand) 1s 
bound to attract. Add to all these, five 
‘serap books", collections of photos, 
articles and what not from all over the 
world, and you can see what a fine gift 
10 1S. 

Just to round it out, there’s a com- 
plete set of Railway Enthusiasts’ 
Magazine, published in Sydney from 
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September 1938. “Published for that 
vast audience of enthusiasts, admirers 
and staffs who recognise and appreci- 
ate the great work performed by the 
Railways, Tramways and their comple- 
mentary services in the development 
and expansion of the Commonwealth 
and our sister dominion New Zealand.” 
Well, maybe it wasn’t so vast: the maga- 
zine folded in March 1939. Sad, that. 

Two other individual donations: 
Fodor’s Railways of the World is a 
book I didn’t know of, but certainly 
should. It describes the trips, lists 
museums and restored lines, frequen- 
cies and even fares, though the last 
would be clearly out of date, and | 
wouldn’t trust the rest. Unfortunately, 
it is the 1977 edition, but no less en- 
thralling reading for that. Having read, 
and planned your itinerary, best check 
with Thos Cook. 

After all that, the book sale by Train 
World is something of an anticlimax. 
Enough that I bought 11 little books, 
bits about all the Australian states ex- 
cept Queensland, and including 
Railmac’s Australian Fleetbooks: V/ 
Line Locomotives which has a lot of 
information in a little space. 

Brian Southwell! 


General Notes 


Notes from the Social Meeting on 
11 November 1993 
items for Display 


J Gilmore -Wood and coal hopper 
loads 

E Secker -Warehouse building 
for layout 

R Dunn -Steéam era couplers 


that couple to Kadee couplers 
Competition Winners 


Model 

Kit - A McKenna - NSWR 
van MHG 11799 - 94 points 
Photograph 

Slide - | McKenna - 

From the footplate of C504 - 
75 points 

Print - S Westerman - 


From the footplate of a WAGR G 
class - 87 points 


Agenda liem 

Bob Dunn presented an illustrated 
(slides and drawings) talk on Railway 
Bridges. During his years of service 
with the Victorian Railways, Bob was 
involved in bridge construction and re- 
pairs following accidents; also in mov- 
ing bridges, such as the Swan Street 
Bridge when the third track was laid 
for the Underground to Parliament Sta- 
tion. The slides covered details found 
in Timber, Bluestone, Brick and Stee! 
bridges and included the elaborate but- 
tresses on the bluestone bridge at Rid- 
dle and fancy stone-masonry on other 
bluestone and brick piers at various 
_ situations, and the fancy filigree iron- 
work incorporated into steel bridges. 
These reminders of the efforts made in 


days gone by to beautify structures was 
contrasted by slides depicting the stark 
appearance of modern sieel girder or 
reinforced concrete bridges on brick or 
concrete piers. 

Notes from the Social Meeting on 


9 December 1993 

Items for Display 

R Little Bachman G scale 
"Emmett Kelly Jr All Star Circus’ train 
R Pearson Book on the 
Franklin & South Manchester Railway 
J Gardner - VR °M’ wagon 
showing the effects of using inferior 
lead composition for weighting. John 
warned members that the residues, 
besides being unsightly, are also poi- 
sonous. 

W&ESecker- Advertisement for 
pencils in the form of an open wagon 
loaded with pencils and titled 
’Pencilvana Express’. They presented 
the framed print to Graeme Nitz who 
is a keen follower of the other Pennsv 
company of USA. 

Competition Winners 

Mode! 

Kat -GStockfeld, Soo Line covered 
hopper - 90 points 

Photograph 

Shde - no entries 

Print - L Johnstone - VR’E’ class die- 
sel at Dynon - 90 points 

Agenda ltem 

Stuart Westerman and Robert Bo- 
gie conducted the annual Reverse Raf- 
fle which was won by Trevor Reeves. 
The success of this raffle depends on 
donations from the locai hobby shop 
proprietors and members. A vote of 
thanks was recorded to A.F.U.L.E. (G 
Stockfeld), BranchLine, British Train 
Supplies, Engine Shed, Hearns Hob- 
bies, Martins Train Supplies, RailFan 
Shop, W & E Secker, Trainworld and A 
Woods. 

General Notes 
Assistant Journal Mailing Officer 

The Branch’s Journal Mailing Of- 
ficer (Ron Thomas) requires an Assist- 
ant to learn the procedure of sorting 
and mailing of Journal. The Assistant 
would be required to take over the sort- 
ing and mailing of the May and July 
1994 issues of Journal. 

Camberweil Exhibition 

Roster sheet available from Neil 
Hambly for members to indicate their 
availability. 

Also, members who would like to 
have some of their USA locos and roll- 
ing stock running on the Wills Street 
layout during the Exhibition, please see 
Bob Marsden. 

Your name must be on roster to ob- 
tain free admission. Other members 
will be admitted for $4 on producing 
their current Membership Card 
Saturday Timetable Sessions 

An additional timetable session is 
to be held, at which (at this stage) no 
particular prototype is to be operated. 
This session is to be orgamised, etc by 
Ross Pearson. 


European Timetable Sessions 
Note that these sessions are now to 

be held on the first Friday of the month 

(except on Public Holidays where they 

will be held a week later). 

The session that was to be held on 

28 January 1994 has been cancelled. 

Junior Day Roster 1994 

Tue 4 January - R Marsden, L Bugeja 

Tue 18 January - R Marsden, J Gardner 

Sat 26 February - T Reeves, J Gardner 

Sat 5 March - R Pearson, L Bugeja 

Sun 27 March - R Pearson, R Welsh 

Wed 13 April- L Bugeja, J Gardner 

Sat 7 May- T Reeves, K Willhelms 

Sun 19 June - R Pearson, L Bugeja 

Sat 9 Julv- J Gardner, R Welsh 

Programme 

February 1994 

Fri 4 European Operation - 7.30pm 

to 11.30 pm - Dutch (1945 to 

present) 

Timetable Operation - 1.30 pm 

to 5.30 pm - USA (General) 

prototype 

Dayhghters - 10 am to 3 pm - 

BYO train 

Thu 10 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train 

Thu 10 Social Meeting - 7.30 pm - 
Show & Tell on layout 
Model - Standard Categories 
Photo - Melbourne Suburban 
Double Deck Set 

Sat 12 Timetable Operation - 1.30 pm 
to 5.30 pm - BYO train 

Mon 21 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train 

Thu 24 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train 

Thu 24 Timetable Operation - 7.30 pm 
to 11.30 pm - USA (Eastern 
1950/60) prototype 

Sat 26 Junior Day - 10 am to 3 pm - 


Sun 6 


Son 


BYO train 

March 1994 

Fri 4 European Operation - 7.30 pm 
to 11.30 pm - German/Aus 
trian (1965 to present) 

Sat 5 Junior Day - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train 

Sun 6 Timetable Operation - 1.30 pm 
to 5.30 pm - Australian 
prototype 

Mon 7 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm - 


BYO train 
10 Setting Up for Camberwell 
Exhibition - 8 am at Clubrooms 
Fri/Mon 11/14 Exhibition at 

Camberwell Centre 

NOTE: Your name must be on roster 
to obtain free admission. Other mem- 
bers will be admitted for $4 upon pro- 
ducing their CURRENT Membership 
Card. 
Mon 21 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm - 


Thu 


BYO train 
Thu 24 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train 


Thu 24 Timetable Operation -/.30 pm 
to 11.30 pm - Australian 


prototype 

Sun 27 Junior Day - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train : 

Thu 31 Clinic - 7.30 pm - Topic to be 


advised 


